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To Mr. curSrorrnk HULL, 


vers Her 0e, Maxroes. 


8 


SER, 


AS you have the c to > all in queſtion the 
wiſdom of your Superiors, it is natural for you, 


on ſuch an occaſion, to aſſume an air of Self- Impor- 


tance: but I hope ſoon to put an end to the triumphs 
of Ignorance, by ſewing what a vaſt diſparity there 


is between the falſe and artful colourings®” with 


which you” endeavour to embelliſh the vileſt Hetero- 


doxy, and the fimple and unadorned Majeſty of Truth, 
And this I eſteem my indiſpenſible duty, as the cauſe 
of Religion ſuffers ſo much from the Fanaticiſm of the 


M:TRoD18Ts, whoſe weakneſs can only be equalled ; 


by their pride; and who (as the Apoſtle ſpeaks) mea- 
furing themſelves by themſelves, and comparing them- 
ſelves amongſt ated , are not wiſe+. 
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 Whil theſe rough-hewn theologians are as Ignorant 
of the true meaning of the Goſpel, as he who ſuppoſed 
Corpus juris civilis to be a Dutchman , they 1 take upon 
Ghemſelveg the office of expounding i it, and, under'the 
thin veil of a counterfeit ſanity, lay claim to public 
attention. But I ſhall ſtrip them of their diſguiſe, and 
expoſe. their falſe rec * Their common: place 
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| cant and affected grimaces, it is well known, are their 

HF  ephod and their teraphim, the ſole indications of their 

piety ; and if we deprive them of-theſe, we take away 
their Gods and what have they mere * 2 It cannot, s 
7 however, be right to indulge any ignorant Enthuſiaſt ; 
a in his folly, and therefore I ſhall endeavour to laſh all 
„ ſach out of their ſullen and croſs-grained godlineſs 8 
5 5 into a compliance with the m—_ of hi order and [ 
5 good manners. | | ; [ 
34 But to afford them a Wie — . E 

* reſtrain ** the all- powerful force of my /eurrilous and | 

Wr & calumnious engine +,” leſt by ſuch a mode of writing 

2 5 I ſhould grind them to powder, I will talmly proceed 
W to diſſect the body of your Pamphlet, and lay open to ye 
- public view the corrupt materials of which it is com- Wi 
When a man ſtumbles at the threſhold, it is accounted tr; 

{| an unlucky omen. And this, Sir, happens to be your 
8 caſe, In the te, which you m Py fit to 3 

35Fͤ IE cen ty ea * Judges Xviii. 24. + P.4 | 
| 5m adopt, 
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adopt, you ay; . To the lam and to the teſtimony: 


« if they ſpeak not according to this word, it is becauſe 
ee there it no light in them.” Alas, Sir, however 


ſtriking theſe words may appear, nothing can be more 


foreign to the ſenſe of the prophet. The whole paſ- 


ſage accurately tranſlated by 2 _ TIE or 


Weemeee nee 

Ad when they ſhall-ay » a FR 
Seek unto the necromancers and the wizards ; hy 5 
To them that ſpeak inwardly, and that mutter : 
Should not a people ſeek unto their God? 5 
Should they ſeek, inſtead of the living, unto che dead? 


Unto the command, and unto the teſtimony, let them ſeek: 


er e reger ep 8. rer 

In which there is no obſcurity *; ;; 

Ee oc of them ll aſt th ad ne 
en . | 


e ances l 
you apprehended; and perhaps, as we proceed, it 


will appear that this is not the only inſtance, in which 


ſcriptures, and an implicit dependence on a faulty 
ane, * | | | 51 9 * * 1 4,7 
1? Are 1 12 „ 165 


| e me of ſcur· 
rility and calumny. The charge I totally diſavow. 
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If I have been in ſome places ſevere, it muſt be attri- 


buted to the zeal I entertain for the cauſe of truth; 

and ſuch a real is laudable. I Shall continue to exer- 
eiſe it, in ſpite of 'all eee 
8 - 1% 2 | tes 


* 


Wich 1 to the GS induced ons 


- publiſh your Letter to Mr. Baker, if, as you ſay, you 
were ** prompted by no private pique, prejudice, ill- 


« will, envy or malice, to expoſe jf, but a TEN 
0 SOLELY to popular odĩum , how happens it, that 
inſtead of bringing a ſingle argument to diſprove a 
tenet, which has been maintained by ſo many of the 
Faruzas, Mr. s weakneſs, inattention, and 
want of ee de bedr 


: your! , e 
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If the Tenet bad 900 ENS by wh Vicar, . 
if it really appeared to you big with miſchief, and 
* in jits conſequences extremely pernicious to the 
tc welfare of immortal ſouls , you ſhould have ſet 
yourſelf to refute it by ſtrong and forcible arguments, 


and not have waſted your time, and exhauſted your 


talents, in calumniating the Miniſter of your Pariſh: 


| But to argue ſtrongly and forcibly is not the uſual 


practice of Enthuſiaſts. Your ſilence on this head, 
therefore, may eaſily be accounted for; and whilſt we 


reprobate your injurious refſections on the charaster 


r | 4 Path” : 
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and conduct 61 Mr. Balen, we tall not be ſu! 
to ſind that. ſor an Promo Ka a tbe 


Tenet ſtill reniains-ta beexpofed and refuted “ hig 
% with miſchief. as.you-afixm-ig to be, © aud in ĩts 


«© conſequences; extremely... pernicious: do immortal - 
«ſouls ; inſomuch chat 4 von could vot anſwer it 


to God and your conſcience to remain SILENT 1. 


Alas! poor Chrifepher / f N. 19 7od rar ar 7 
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But, after l did Mr: Balea ee ex 


pre ſions of Which you "accuſe him? Vou are pleaſed 
to ſay chat I have taken infinite pains by a variety 
« of ſhits" and "evaſions to throw- 3 at your door; 
c or at che dobr of ſome of thoſe deſpiſed people who 
attend your "miniſtry 1. If they | were merelj 
2 ſhifts and evaſions, e urifounded in truth, hy did 
you not endeavour to expoſe theirfallacy, by bringing 
forward; as you were deſiredz the : many credible 
© witneſſes qi to prove the earitrary'? - Infteadof this; 
what have you done? Why, you practiſe thoſe very 
« ſhifts and evaſions” yourſelf, which you condemn 
in your Reſpondent, and call upon me, a Mr. Baker's 
'« vindicator and auxiliary, to declare the whote to be 
« a lie from top to bottom ; in which eat I ſhould 
become almoſt as diſtinguiſhed for in- breeding, bold. 
neſs, and imperdnence, as a Nlethodilt Teacher, As 


r. a + bid t ibid, Letter to Mr. Bakery p. 5. P. L 
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it ppb he however, you have ſaved me e 
for, when a perſon is required to produce his vouchers, 

nnd refuſes to comply with ſo reaſonable a requiſition, 
che public will be apt to conclude, that he has none 


to produce; and me th mn rd g 98h be 


e compare: ü eee, gg 


#1 «Md 49 bn r 


9 404 with; however, to ee 1 50 e that 


_ « 7 indirectly grant Mr. Baker to have uttered the 


<« expreſſions which have been imputed.to-him#,”— 


Whoever reads the fifth. page of my Pamphlet will 


find no ſuch conceſſion. . I only make the ſuppoſition 
that he had uttered thoſe expreſſions in the unguarded 
violence of paſſion,” and then animadvert on your 


5 | ready malevolence, in taking occaſion from ſuch haſty 
language; to injure and expoſe an aged and reverend 


Divine. And fo far am I from palliating or miſ- 
repreſenting any circumſtance relating to the fact, 
that, if I am not miſinformed, there are ſome par- 
ticulars which I have ſuppreſſed, that tend to excul- 
pate your Vicar, ae upon ö 
Wb n. „ 


1 eee ee © a I Gb the 
Book of Common Prayer, muſt have known, one 


would ſuppoſe, the firſt Rubrick in the Order for the 


Burial of the Dead, which ſays, that the office enſuing 
is not to be uſed for any that die unbaptized. If ſo, it 


; P. 3. 


would 


. 


the parties, had you directed them how to proceed 
with reſpect to the child's. interment, Or, if you 
were unacquainted with the Rubrick, yet the frequent 
inſtances of infants dying unbaptized, and being 
buried without the uſe of that Office, muſt have ſnew n 


you and your followers, that it is not the practice of 
the Church to read it on ſuch occaſions; and therefore 


it was rude and impudent in them to requeſt it; for, 
as he ĩs repreſented to have ſaid, your Vicar might . as 
« well have read it to a no0G as to How's een bY 


But wind it ng, you are hut at the word DOG; 
as if, in this pretended ſpeech, a compariſon had been 
made between a little child and that animal. For, 
aſter having beat che air t to prove that Mr. Baker 


has changed an opinion he never held, you proceed to 


ſtate what are his preſent ſentiments; and according 
to your repreſentation, they are theſe: . That an 
ol infant or little child is not like a DOG, but poſſeſſes 


e an IMMORTAL SPIRLT that can never be ANNI- 


„ HILATED—that being baptized with or born of 
„the SPIRIT | it is not a REATHEN, but a real 
« Chriſtian; and therefore will be ſaved and net 
« damned, although. it ſhould die aA with 
© WATERS,” % TS 1 hor. 

„een Mrs Bogiuns for tr. 1 23˙ ak, 


+ How does it appear from Senipture, that a little child, w vo- 
baptized with Water, js baptized with the __ ?. 
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As to me frſt of theſe points, if you will but give 
yourſelf the trouble to conſider for a moment, with a 
mind open to conviction, the pretended expreſſion, which 
bas been maliciouſly aferibed to Mr. Bater, you will 
not perceive the leaſt ſhadow of a compariſon between 
a little child and a bo. He is reported to have ſaid, 
that . he could juſt as ſoon read the Burial Service to 
' * a noe, as to How's child “ Is this affirming 

that a child is like a bo? By no means. Nothing 
more can be inferred from the words chan this; 

that, as the inſtructions of the Rubrick'are expreſily 
to the contrary, Mr. Baker had no more authority to 
do one than the other. But your Pamphlet muſt come 
out, whether it be ſtuffed” with truth or falſhood ; 
otherwiſe your juſtly . deſpiſed followers * might be 


| inclined to ſuſpect your infallibility, and to chooſe for 


92 a more e leſs errancous teacher. 
I 
The other point, here pelle. 1 mall take into 
confi deration, in my next Letter ; wherein I propoſe 
fully to explain the doctrine of Baptiſm, as well as to 
examine, how far Mr. Baker believes with you, that 
5 Warzx-Baptiſm i is not eſſential to ſalvation 1. 


In the mean time, I ſhall take the liberty to in- 
dulge myſelf with a review of what we have advanced 
concerning thoſe lank-haired gentry, who promote 
the intruſion of interloping Methodiſt Preachers, and 


Letter to Mr. B. p. 85. P. 2. P · 4 


, BER” after 


N 
after their Dann ny 
P nat JE 
ee hare it is obſervite, warts, thin 
you do not preſume to fay, they are © unintereſted in 
«© calumnĩating the Church Miniſters, or that they 
« are men of credit and veracity +, that they have put 
away lying, and ſpeak every man truth <oith his ntigh- 
leur t; but only that they are · ſound and orthodox 
in their principles. Now this may poſſibly be 
true, and yet theſe ſqueamiſh ſaintlings may be of 
the number of thoſe, h hold the truth in unrigbte- 
fury 


But it hn PEO TOM ps Vo 1 
miniſtry, do highly revere all 'thoſe' of the ſacred 
© order, who preach the doctrines contained in the 5 
« ninth, tenth, eleventh, twelfth, and thirteenth Ar- 
« ticles (which you have quoted at length), and who, 
« by their unblameable walk, and the effects of their 
« miniſtry, evince their privine call ||.” I anſwer, | 
that every Miniſter of the Eſtabliſhed Church, having | 
ſolemnly ſubſcribed theſe articles, is bound to preach | SIE 
che doctrines contained in them, according to their 


Nr „ 
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literal and grammatical ſenſe. But, as the effe&s of "A 55 .' Wi 
their Miniſtry depend in a great meaſure upon the EC ; 4 
diſpoftion'of their heartrs/it io unjuſtand chriſtian | | 0 f 
* 2 Tim. i iv. 3+ + p. 57 7s 1 Ep, iv. 25+ - 3 | 15 
Rom. i, 18. P. 7. | ' Un 
dt . in | =! 
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in. you to brand them for fah/? prophets, becauſe their 
miniſtrations are not attended with the deſired ſucceſs, 
or becauſe they cannot walk in every reſpect unblame- 
ably. This degree of perfection is attainable by none, 
not even by your Holineſs itſelf, as you acknowledged 
when you- ſubſcribed or aſſented to the fifteenth Ar- 
ticle, in which are theſe words: All we the reſt, 
* although baptized and born again in Chriſt,” 
(here by the bye there is an alluſion to regeneration 
in Warzz-Baptiſm) «yet offend in many: things; 
« and if we ſay we have no fin, we eine non 
680 and che truth is not in us.“ | 


| Were » we 4 10 ta 8 your own pretenſions to the 
teſt which you have here propoſed, how impoſſible 
would it be for you to evince you,¶a DIVINE CALL, or 
* to ſhew that you were really and inwardly moved by 
ec the Hol GgyosT, to take upon you the office, 1 in 
N which en are l 2 | 


But 1 hos pardon. Impoſſible as ahia, may appear 
in the eyes of others, yet in your own eſtimation, 
nothing is more eaſy. For ſo much do you truft in 
' yourſilf,, that you are righteous, and deſpiſe others +, 
that having laid before your readers an account of 

Biſhop Burnet's ſentiments upon this ſubje& (taking 
care all the while to reflect on the Miniſters of 
the Eſtabliſhed Church), you vauntingly draw this 


* P. 7, 36. + Luke xyiil. 9 ; 
Phari- 


1 1 15 J 


Phariſaical concluſion : If 7 am not inwardly moved 


„by the Hor r Guosr, in the manner deſcribed _ 


% above, &c.' I will give vou and aLL the world 
leave to ſtyle me a sxcn1LEGIOUS DROTAN IN 


<«<.the name of God and of his HOLY SYIAIr, and that 


10 4 am wg nnn Ts 6 
And truly, ie. 6s me 13 


bottom of your ſeventh. page, you note, that t every 


« Miniſter of the Church of England, previous to his 
« Ordination, ſolemnly profeſſes, on oatb, that he is 
inwardly moved by the Hoi x Gnos ; to take upon 
« him. that office; which is a moſt notorious falſe- 
hood, and proves you to be moved by the, father.of 
lies, the ſpirit that now worketh in the children of  diſ> 
obedience +. No oath of this kind is adminiſtered to 
any Candidate for Holy Orders. The. ſuggeſtion 
was de raiſed by prejudice, the more effectually to de- 
« graders e enter, and at the ſame time to blind 
the eyes of your readers to your. real motives f. 
And I muſt beg leave to obſerve, chat ſuch hints 
as theſe are a ftrong. confirmation of what I ad- 
vanced i in my former Letters; for they are ſome of 
thoſe ©© ſoft and y in/inuations, whereby thoſe interloping 
« Methodiſt Teachers endeavour to ſeduce the unwary to 
« adeteftation of their ftated legal paſtors F. Tape 
receive additional. force from what WOE 
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e dis dg found to be the caſe; they judge ĩ their duty 


they neither found u trumpet when they do their alms ; 


23 4 


t to obey the ſalutary caution of their Lord, BEWARE 


** of falſe praphets, who: come in reep's clothing, but 


te ixwerd(y they are ravening walves“. Here 1 beg 
leave ta remark, that one characteriſtic of theſe /al/: 
prophets is, that they come in ſheep's clothing ; which 
words have an alluſon to the ſecond, fifth, and fix- 


. teenth Verſes of the preceding chapter 7. where their 


characters are particularly deſcribed.” And 1 would 
further remark, that the Methodiſts themſelves admit 
this deſcription” not to be applicable to the Miniſters 
of the Eſtabliſhed Church; fince the grand complaint 


Which they bring againſt them is, that they do not 


came in Peep*s clothing, but are too unguarded irttheir 
public conduct. And truly, being undefigning and 
charitable men themſelves, they are not apprehenfive 
of any invidious reflections from others. Therefore, 


nor di they love to pray landing in the Jmagogaes, and 
in the corners of the' frets { nor, avher- they faſt, are 
they, as thoſe hypocrites are, of A Jad tountenancs, It 
beurer ack An: ee * rg 9 
rs Mrs nnn 97 3Þ e 

| Nar are ic « — Wen e i a 
they are not inelined to injure either the bodies or 
the ſouls of their people, their temporal or eternal 


1 ü * P. 7. 27 | + Matt. vi. F 099 * 
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Neher, | On the contrary, they are far from / 
exacting even their legal dues; and they with- 
hold not 0 kagle word of 28 Truth from their 
Hearers, 


TY1Y: 73 HH 8 g * ; A in 


But en not kricly conformible 
to the pure laws of the Goſpel, as, in many in- 
ances, they evidently are not; till this is no 
ſufficient warrant for their hearers withdrawing 
themſelyes from their miniſtrations, much leſs for 
their making to themſelves pries of the loweſt of the 

people, which was a fin charged upon Jxronoa *. 
For, 4 although i in the viſible Church the evil be 
«ever mingled with the good, and ſometime the 
« evil have chief authority in the miniſtration of the 


word and facraments ; yet foraſmuch as they do 


not the ſame in their own name, but in Chriſt's, 

«and do minifter by his commiſſion and 8 

rity, we may uſe their miniſtry, both in hearing 
the word of God, and in receiving, the ſacra- 


«c ments +. 


Haring ſeen that the characters of FALSE PRO- 
?HETS are not applicable to the Miniſters of the 
Eſtabliſhed Church, let us proceed to inquire, whe, 


deſcription. And verily-are they not always found- 


- * Jer. xili. 33, 34. + Art. xxxi. 
C it 


ther the Methodiſts do not more exactly anſwer this 


ing their trumpets? Let us hear if ſomething like 


22 + - +» Cir 
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5 15 . 1 18 + 
1 . it is not to be found. in theſe words of my. ſelf. 
- „ en Opponent: ** To /uch commiſiion or di- 
$3 8 I uine call, 7 humbly lay claim, in the fear of the | 
1 FN | „ Lord. And, as a proof of ſuch divine commiſſion, | 
| 3 God hath been graciouſly pleaſed to give me 
1 Ry . * (what I deem infinitely ſuperior to 2 miracle”) - 
| | | W MANY ſeals to my miniſtry, amongſt thoſe who 
Het * hear me, excluſive of ſome ſcores who have made 
«« their happy exit rejoicing in God their Savi- 
So . * our®.” Is not this vain glorious boaſting « evi- 
dently meant to procure the. Ow: of men? 


r 0% ren; a 


8 A gain, do they not love to pray ſtanding in the 
corners of the ftireets ? And do they not uſe vai 
repetition; „ as the heathen do: thinking 175 1 be 
heard for their much ſpeaking of 


. 
. 


9 „ 
. 


And, thirdly, though devouring as cormorants, 
are they not of @ ſad countenance ? | 


© ot ae. a 


- Laſtly, do they not come in ſheep's clothing, that is, 
counterfeiting meekneſs, humility, and ſanctity of 
life; profeſſing chaſtity, voluntary poverty, and a 
contempt of the world, and yet meaning nothing 

- leſs? For, the ſecond part of their character is, 
that they are ravening wolves, that is, ſuch as ſeek 
to gratify their own rapacious . at che t tem- 


poral and ſpiritual expence of YO. \ 1 5 01881 
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Soch are we chargtiatn bf dur modern ſelf. ſancti- 
fed itinerant teachers. And do they not correſ- 


pond exactly with the As E PROPHETS, the Pha- 
rifaical teachers, i in our bleſſed Saviour” s time 11 | 


K 
4 


Süin you W445 Taler t that; We thank Cod, 
awe art not as other men are, extortioners, unjuſt, adul- 
terers'® ; or even as the regular Church-People or 
Diſfenters. The temple of the Lord, the temple of the 


Lord, the temple of the Lord are wet. As for the 


others, by their Oe) ye all know them. 


Well, to the FRUITS, then, let us r 


And.firſt, the various acts of charity and mercy 
which diſtinguiſh the Minifters of the Eſtabliſhed 
Church (and amongſt theſe there are many of a 
public nature in this kingdom, which do honour to 


Chriſtianity) originate, without doubt, in motives 


of "_ "ey and enen | 


Wich ed to the ;nferior 8 who hawk FI 
ſcanty" incomes, and many of them a numerous fa- 
mily, it may be truly ſaid, that they of their penury 
beſtow what they thus contribute. And their more 
opulent brethren, having no occaſion to court po- 
pular applauſe, are not dae to wo eine of 
2 n e e e üb 5 WIEN 


* Luke xyiii- 10. + Jer. vil, 4. 
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But as for your, teachers, what they beſtow in alms 
cannot properly, be called their own : for being in 
general. unſkilful, idle, and, of courſe, indigent 
| Mechanicks, Labourers, or FO0TMEN, and having 
nothing of property, they muſt firſt of all extort or 
at leaſt extract their liberality from the purſes of their 
"ery vader the cloke of an affected . 


1 And as to 9 F which che dockrine ie 
the Church of England is calculated to produce, they 
are no leſs than thoſe of ſanQification and juſtifi- 
cation, which cleanſe and purify the heart from 
every corrupt affeftion, and prepare it for the 
bleſſedneſs of heaven. On the contrary, what are 
the fruits of your preaching ? Is it not evident, in 
the firſt place, that you teach men to contemn the 
precepts of the Lord, by affirming, that“ WaTzR- 
% Baptiſm is not e/ential to ſalvation®;?”. hereby 
leſſening the love of God, who has appointed ſuch 
eaſy means of admiſſion into his church? And have 
you not alſo the aſſurance to maintain, with reſpe& 
to thouſands which ſurround Mr, Baker, that 
. they are entire firangers to the life and power of 
godlineſs t; whereby you do what in you lies to 
«« thruſt them“ (as our 17th Article expreſſes it) 
either into deſperation, or into wretchleſſneſs of 
«© moſt unclean living, no leſs perilous than deſ- 


«« peration?” And do you not, at the ſame time, 


* 4 * P. 4. 1 P. 13. 
„„ inſtruct 
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intra others i in the diabolical art of uncharitable 
nn Ek 18 | 

| Bot this 9 to be a matter of Gall account 
with you. Por, in ſeveral parts of the Letters now 
before me, you entice them to hereſy, to the ſpeak- 
ing evil of dignities, to anger, variance, ſtrife, 
malice, revenge, 'contumely ; to the 2 of 
lies and defamations; to a deſire of change; 
dealing with others as they would not chooſe to wy 
dealt with themſelyes ; in a word, to the utter con- 
tempt of all candour and meekneſs, all benevolence 


and peace. So that by theſe marks and characters 


YOU may infallibly be known to be a FALSE PRO- 
?HET, and to be one of thoſe whom St. Paul de- 
ſcribes, Acts xx. 29, 30. 1 know this, that after my 
departing ſhall GRIEVOUS WOLVES enter in among you, 
not ſparing the flock. Alſo of your own ſelves ſhall men 


ariſe, ſpeaking perverſe things, to draw Gp, 812 
after them. 


8 


* 
©" + 


You proceed to fay, that . the bare citation of 
the words, Beings of a pale and meagre aſpeck, will 
« be a ſufficient refutation of their weight and 
1 fore v. ”” Why ſo? Is there no piety but what 
is Nale- ? I am rather of opinion, that people 
of this caſt will de ſuppoſed by all conſiderate per- 


ſons to La their farm that "hoy may be * 
P. 8. 
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of n. For, notwithſtanding all this est 
mortification and dejection of ſpirit, we too well know 
that they, are incurably contentious, and can diſ- 
penſe i in their own condu with ; ſpitefulneſs, malice, 
| 8 revenge, diſobedience, and ſchiſm, and yet fancy | 
YE AEM themſelves. whblameable,” Strange it is, that pre- 


| 6 = | 8 f = | [ 22 J 
| N | 
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W 
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iy tenders to an extraordinary degree of godlineſs 
ſhould be able to A ſuch abominable ſins! a 


1% 1 . 
"5 EO, © er F. 0 gl: N * * 3 | 


1 os add ec « How far 1 am . of 
| . Lek draining the purſes, of thoſe who hear me, I will 
| 8 © leave the reader to judge, when 1 inform him, 


/ 


| 1 . cx that In never take money for preaching, for, having 


it food and raiment, I am perfe&ly ſatisfied +.” 
ih 8 Ns Indeed, Sir, it would be a ſhame | in you not to be 
8 : fatisfied ; ſeeing that your PREDECESSOR, Jobn the - . 
1 Baptiſt, ted upon hecufts and wild honey, and wore a | 
garment of camel 's hair t. In com pariſon of Him, 
therefore, you are a Beau and a Gormandizer ; for, ) 
. notwithſtanding your recluſe manner of life, if we may F 

judge from your corpulency,, you take a more than 
ordinary freedom in ſupplying the cravings of ap- * 
petite. \ ' Wherefore the blaſphemy of the note * 
at the bottom of your eighth page, wherein you — 
| Have the arrogance to compare yourſelf in this par- ye 

GE: | ticular to our bleſſeq Saviour, ſofficiently evinces 
ö | your aſtoniſhing pride and ſelf- conceit. For, paſſing * 


by the difficulty of proving that you belong to his 


& RET. . | | : * Matt, vi. 16. + p. 8 . 2 Matt. il, 4+ 
48 ä houſhold, 


* 


bouoold, ſeeing you aden 8 contemn his ordi- | "i 
nances and injunQions , it needs only to be re- 

marked, that what was reported un juftly of our Sa- = 
viour, appears to. be Tpoken of hea xf with the Th N 1 
greoteft, probability of t truth. AA 0 —_— 
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But, you preach for nothing, « ce never receiving 2 7 1 
« of either rich or poor, ſo much as a fingle penny - ' i 
cc for preaching the Goſpel to them, as God, i in his | 
« gracious providerice, has already Provided you | 1 
„with food and raiment, with which you are per- oy | 
te fetly ſatisfied 4. '” Your preaching for nothing, 
however meritorious it may appear t6 you, will loſe 
much of its praiſe, if the matter be rightly conſi- 


— 
” -- — — 2 ww 
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' 
dered. For, not to mention how culpable'you are | . | a 
in preaching it all, the fortune you have already _ 
accumulated is a ſuperabundant recompenice of your IE hs | | 
labours. To extort more money, therefore, from Wt | 
your deluded followers, who have already been ſo Bf 
exceedingly bountiful, would be ungrateful in the | e | 
higheſt degree. But though you refrain fromm this, by | | | | 
you cannot with propriety be ſaid to preach gratis, | 1 
as you daily receive your wages, by living on that 1 
income which Method hath already beſtowed upon 1 
vo.. raps ye 1 
. N A * 8 * e | | 2! 8 
As for hi FRI A foigned er” 8 if 
e plauſible deluſions, &c.“ which I made uſe of to | f 
John xv. 14. P. 8. | BBY 4 
| 
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nA 5 deceivers of the preſent day, and 


Which you pretend to eſteem ** falſe and  invidious 
charges “, it is well known, that they are truly 


deſcriptive ot the methods uſed by our modern 
ſelf-ſan&ified Itinerants, in order to gain proſely tes. 


| And as you reckon yourſelf in the number of that 
turbulent and erratick ſociety, you afe defired to 


obſerve, that you do not .f uffer this reproach for 
« Chriſt's and truth's ſake 4,” but for your 0 own 
bold Write, and deceitful practices. 


Von 3 with bing, whether * . 
No xxvII EI, applied to vou, would not have been 
better rendered thus, No reviler ſpall inherit the 
kingdom of God, xxczrr THE Revexend Ms, 
Wasrcorz of Hatch-Beauchampt. Without taking 


notice of the impiety of this expreſſion, which, ſup- 


poſing me to be a ſinful xevites, infinuates, in 


contradiQtion to St. Paul, (1 Cor. vi. 10.) that, as 


ſuch, I may nevertheleſs enter into the Kingdom of 


Heaven ; I ſhall only aſk how this is reconcileable 
with the neceſſity of the new and ſpiritual birth, 


which you ſo ſtrenuouſly inſiſt on in your ſecond 


Letter? But this is not the only inſtance wherein 
you make the word of God to be of none efte# through 
gour own traditions which you have delivered 5. 


. ; 
| » 
L 


þ Ye. 5's by 
5  P.g T ibid, 1 ibid. {$ Mark vii. 13. 


BEWARE, 


7 
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; f F 8 | | | , 
Beware, Chriſtian Reader, % any man ſpoil yon, 
ppt vain deceit, AFTER -THE TRADITION OP 
MENS, e | j 
Ny „ * — ; » 5 - x 


I ſhall conclude with my fincere prayer, that you 
may learn that part of your duty in particalar to- _ & 
wards your neighbour, which conſiſts in ** ſub- | 5. 1 
e mitting yourſelf to all your governors, teachers, | 1 
« ſpiritual-paſtors, and maſters: and that you may | 
labour truly to get your own living, and to do 
« your duty in THAT STATE or LIFE, unto which oe 
it had pleaſed God to call you t:“ and am, 2 


— ——̃ — vwäĩ e ͤCN SY ao 


1. 
4 
ib 
: 


7 
„ «> v 8 4 
| | Fra | 
SIR | 
3 
F K . 
1 * $46.» A” R 5 1 ö 
* 14 * 9 . Tk 14 - . ' 
% N 
. : ES | 
Four very humble Servant, | 
Sha d6 bog woongh ins een andy BIS ants | 
Oo 4 hs 7 , . ; | 4 ) | | 
1 aer 1 en ' 
JOHN COPE, WESTCOTE. be 
" o * { 5 . : 
* , * * 1 | - * | 
"4 
| n 4 5 
© * 13 
* : N . : 2 
” & 
F v4 A? 1 " 2 3 4 * * 20 19 444 6 4. 5 p 
1 * 
ee cee de ie | 


| $a 8 BT- 

ebe ee e eee 
k * 1 

8 k 10 1 * ; 


+ 


—— — 8 
4 — E o 2 © * "> 2 $ oy 4 % FY = . a 
2 ont Bubuac, a lemme „ TT CE LE OTST Tack A wool a+ . „ 2 A» — © 


OOO OO OO Ir IT WI 
ee &ꝗ—- — 


— — — _ - - 
— * 


3 


S —ů—ů att 


—— —ᷣ— 


— 


5 — ... —— 
— —— — 


—— 


* —— ——— ney ———_ 


2 


> — 


3 


— -_ 


— — 
- 


- a b " : : - 1 
5 r "IF 2 "EW" 3 — 
; 


2 5 T T RR 11. 

F | ANTE I 47. 18 
BE A. 5 0 | 
bs the 3 of Oo Letter you juſt 

obſerve, that. I. deem my arguments on the 
* ſubject of Baptiſm, ſo very concluſive as to be 
ce unanſwerable.“ They certainly are ſo. a 
ſeems as if you were pretty much ef the ſame opi- 
nion; otherwiſe you would not have Re over ſo 
many of them in ſilence. 


The reſt indeed you have attacked with a deter- 
mined ſpirit, but without ſueceſs; and yet you fingT: 
Deum with your uſual confidence, and triumphantly 
exclaim; The high tower of your religious Babel 
( thoꝰ to you impregnable) cannot ſtand, but muſt 
«« fall flat to the ground ®,” It happens, however, 
that I have not yet yielded to you a ſingle inch of 
the ground for which you contend nor with all your 
heavy artillery have you been able to make one 
breach in my truly impregnable fortreſs. © A viper 
indeed came out of the heat, and faſtened upon my hand ; 


but I ſhall Gate it off into the fire, and feel no harm f. 


5 P. t, 30 + A ili. 3, f. 
You 


155 27 1 


11 4#/53 


1837 FW the ſubj ect matter of Aifpute between 


us, and having reduced it to two heads, proceed to 
accuſe me of i confounding and denying your 918- 
« TINCTION,”” and of attempting to prove that the 
Baptiſm of warzx and the Baptiſm of the s INIT 
are inſeparable *. . This: charge it is highly incum- 


bent upon you to make good, not only for your own 
credit, but in juſtice to me; for all that I meant to 
do, or. bave done, is, to expoſe the inſufficiency of | 


thoſe, texts and quotations: which you produced in 
order to confirm the diſtinction in queſtion. And 


now, before me; got doubting but your weakneſs 
and fallibility "_ n nen. 5 
In r 3 bh wid 55 obſerve, 
that. the Holy Spirit doth always accompany the 
worthy: reception of the Sacrament of ene 


agrecahly to aur Saviour's promiſe at the inſtitution 


of the Goſpel to the end of the world, this ſurely is 


baptiſm at their _ is acknowledged by yourſelf 


p. 10, If. ; 
8 . | to 


this method I ſhall purſue, in examining the Letter 


— —— — os 2 
333 — rp cor ron dot. 
„ 


of it, Matt, xxviii. 20. Le, I am with you always," 2 
even unto th end of the world. Now, if the blefiivg” 
and aſſi ſtance of the Holy Spirit be with the Miniſters 


mucha the amen wich regardato the effects ariſing 

from the due adminiſtration of. this Ordinance, 8 
if they. wers im poweredito: confer ſanctifying grace 
memſelxesg dine every one, who: duhyn receives 


uw” ISS * WAVY 
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to become at adopted f 5 of God by the Holy 
Ghoſt, wa you moſt —_— Fern there- 


20 1 


An inſtance of this occurs again under your next 
head, where you term the outward part of this Sa- 


ſtance is iet leſs than the one on 9 


grace. 


Theexpreſſion, therefore, which you have artfully 
imputed to me, is properly fixed upon yourſelf; 
which is, “ that the Baptiſm of Water and the Bap- 

_ ** tiſm of the Spirit are 1ns8PARABLE, and that the 
Baptiſm of waTer in conjunction with that of 
the Spirit EQUALLY regenerates and ſaves us +." 
How then, I aſk, can this Ordinance be omitted 
<< where it may be obtained (by children eſpecially, 
* to whom it ſeems to be the only means of grace), 


» 
, 


But notwithſtanding theſe your involuntary con- 
ceſſions, how happens it, that in your Letter to Mr. 


ns: of 20 . * in your Ln to me, that it 
* NM 
p. 47. | r. a. 1 P. 9. 


\ ; > 4>\ Ss. 1 { T . Fry Mpc + 
ao IF, on 1 #$ +7 Ty fb ; . 1 46 


La. 
rr Sr er nin ̃ ⅛ůdiw.. e — — ee tie 
\ G . - 8 He E x 2 N * 

= : 


at @ ſbadow. This ſurely implies, that there 
"nine at the: time to occaſion it, which ſub- - 


without the hazard of our everlaſting ſalvation ?” 


Baker, you ſay, it [WaTzR-Baptiſm] is no part 


4 jg 


bf, 4 
« js not ofentitÞto, dns 5 Would you hereby. 
infinvate, that the command for baptizing i is not 
obligatory, but may be omitted, as an, uſeleſs in- 
junction, an ine ffectual ceremony? 1s it a proof of. 4 

your being moved (as. you ſay you were t) by che 

Holy Ghoſt, that you oppoſe yourſelf 1 to a _—_ 

precept of your Lord and Master? Or, is. 

fulfilling the commiſſion delivered to the e 17 

and their Succeſſors, teaching men to "obſerve ALL - 
THINGS whatſoever he had commanded them t 7 Ra- * 
ther, by withholding and denying, the truth, may | 
we not infer, that you are an "unfaithful and falſe 
teacher ? Wherefore, to uſe your own words, ">. 
« js the people's indiſpenſable duty to obey this 
« wiſe and ſalutary caution of their bleſſed Saviour, , F 
" Banz of falſe prophets 5. un 


4 


— 


Thus far aig Ger in un as kate 8 ENG. / 
by yourſelf; for the deciſion of which, however, you 
appeal to the law and to the teftimony. Since then 
you have appealed unto Cafar, unto FT. Jon hall. 
gll 
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The firſt argument alledged to eſtabliſ your - | 
D1STINCTION, is reſumed from the caſe of that 
CREAT ONE, Simon Magus, with whom you again 
] endeavour to bewitch the people. But it is impoſſible 
for this your Aﬀociate to render vou the ſmalleſt 
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| mitt grace to fuch as worthily receive the 7. 1 
200 Nolw*Faith being the Pn 0 qualification, | for 


4 Baptfſm, "Simon, "who was poſleſſed of this quali6, 
5 ; cation; did conſequently, on his being baptized, 
receive · che wholfome effekts and operations * | 
that Sterämenk. Nor e 70 N any j Juſtgrounds, _ 
"3 by ſuſpect the fincerit) of hi aith, 5 ſince, the Scripture 

|  exptefily fays, that he Wales, - As to his 'ſuble- 
quent behaviour ur, we only 1 find in it a conßrmation 
5 of the judgment of the Church of Englahd, when 

| a 15 ſays, „All we the reſt, Although baptieg a and 
bop born again in Chril, yet ma "offend in many. 6 B 
| "cc ons And, ** after \ we digs the A 


y Ghof, we in 47 depart fro: rom "grace, given, 


Dre th ict 


10 en 1 8 60 

c It is probable, then, that your Predeceſſor io * w] 

| was fomewhat more. than 4 "nominal Chriſtian at the fin 
EE” time Uf His Bap tim; 7 nor can you maintain . the... Cat 
| contrary tho ale. you ſet t aſide that Text of. con 
IE | Scripture,” Which ſays politiy ly chat he believed. 1 Era 
| And till dis be done, 1 it is | unreaſonable 3 in you to * 
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eres me 20 alter my former. faxqprable feinem. 
is concerning kim, as they are per fetly gu ſnant to 
"the dodtrine ol o our Eftabliſhed, Church, and not at 
all Weakened by x the inſtance you haye brought. from 


the following part of the chapter, to conirm what 
Jou! have ſo idly: and ohſtinately advanced. 


For, by the Holy Ghoſt, aid the bes lg 11. 
ria are there ſaid t to have received from the, hands of 


Peter and Fobn®, ., we are not to underſtand the /andi- 
Hing graces of the Holy Ghoſt, but the ert gardine 
gifts, the gift « of tongues and prophecy, and a power 
towork'r miracles 3 2s 1s evident alſo from ver. 18, 19. 
121 we "re told that Simon offered them money, ſay- 
ing, oe me aber this is power, | that on wee ue 
Band, , Be may receive the Holy Ghoſt. Theſe miracu- 
lous gifts v were now conferred (ſays the pious Mr. 
Birkitt) 47 on ſuch perſons whom the Holy Ghoſt 
4 directed chem to lay. ir hands ypon, as perſons 
1 ap ointed and choſen to be Preachers of the Gaſ- 
« pel.5" The Holy Ghoſt, as a. Spirit of 8an&ii- 
cation, * received, we may preſume, at the time 
when they were baptized i in the name of the Lerd Jas, 
ſince they a appear ic to have had the requiſite qualiſi- 
cation ; for they BELIEVED Philip preaching the things 
concerning the kingdom of God +. If the ſanctifying 
graces of the Holy Ghoſt were not conferred. at that 


aut it does dere that den ens ee 
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them ät any ſubſequent period; 2h, of courſe, not 


having f the ſpirit of Christ, the poor deſpiſed, Sama- 
' ritans were in no better a ſtate than, according to 


"your judgment, was the GREAT ONE above men- 


tiotied; of whom they vainly exclaimed (as do many 
diſciples of 'voxcerERs in the preſent age), This 
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- Buy theſe are not the only 8 of undhazitable 
en with which your Pamphlets abound. For, 
ſlily and difingenuouſly paſſng over the obſervation 
which I made on the Phariſees and Sadducees A whom , 
in your Letter to Mr. Baker +. you had improperly 
_ claſſed with your friend the so AER, you proceed 
to fulmitate damnation, not only on · myriads of 
cc paſt ages, but alſo on the, "thouſands which ſur- 
* round the Vicar of Martock f e What, Sir,” 
ſay you, with an air of imperiouſneſs highly « ex- 
preſſive of your own vaſt importance. and enthubaſtic 
greatneſs, |< is ĩt wnchriftian and inhuman, IN ME, to- 
« ſav; that Whoremongers, Adulterers, Thieves, 
«<< Blaſphemers, Liars, Drunkards, Kc. &c, &c.“ 
[you ſhould have added Reviiens, as it is 1 Cor. 
vi. 10.] . are, whilſt in this ſtate, entire drangen 
*< to the . 8 LT 
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Here I cannot help öbteteli 8. mY by inhabitants 
of MaxTocr are indebted to you voy "< one of the 


L ver. 10. 1 P. 7, tp. bo.” 2 
5 politeſt 


a1 
politeſt compliments that was ever beſtow ed upon any 


body of pebple. What Thouſands of the igidwellets 
of Mxroek, and its vicinity, Wharemon 


„ Adulterers, Thieves, Blaſphemers, Liars, Drun- 8 


« kards, &c. &, c.? A rare ſet of wicked Chriſtians 
indeed]! Truly, my friends, your town ſeems to be, 
according to this bold adventurer's deſcription of it, 
in a worſe ſituation than Cheraain or Berhſaida, than 
Sodom or Gomorrah. But perhaps it may be thus ac- 
counted for; you have not all been new-caſt in the 
brazen mould of Methodiſin; but, impreſſed with the 
deepeſt ſenſe of your own vileneſs and unwgrthineſs, 
ſtill retain the humility to ſay, Lord, be merciful to me 
a ſinner, notwithſtanding the ſolicitations and intreaties 
of this ſelf-righteous Pharifee; who. fand an prays 
thus with-himſelf,, God, I thank thee that I am wat" as 
other men are, adulterers, unjuſt, extortioners; nnn 
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281 T eiae, i > FRE 
But, pray⸗ Sir if the!idhobjrants of Martoct᷑ are 
© Whoremongers, Adulterers, Thieves, Blaſphemers, 
« Liars, Drunkards, &c. &c. &c.” how came you to 
know it? Have you been a partaker in any;of theſe 
iniquities, or a witneſs to them or have you <-ſtepped 
into St. Peter's chair at Romeſt, and received 


conſeſſion? In ſome ſuch way, we may preſume, eu 


obtained your knowledge of the fact; for it is to de 


hoped, that without full aſſurance of . | 


# Luke xviii, 10 23. | +P. 14. 
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woukd-not have thandered out your ſentence of con- 
Uehimation with ſach terrific vengeance. For my vwn 
port, 1 um Hippy to utufe you; that the inhabitanits of 
Martel, with whom 1 um Acquainted, are parugons of 
ercellehee, When compared with that freakiſn ſpawn 
_—_ iMies from the ane. 2140 


au 


"tho Naas kitty; , which leBidedf Gree, 


weer e. Hull Ys ot his Fefſowneretitures ! 
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Hats befbre — u mby Aussee, 
for me to remark,” that you have not anſweted this 
Part of my Pamphlet, dy ſhewing, chat if they are 
eittire ſtrangers to the Buptiſm bf the Spirit ne, they 
were lo likewiſe ar rbe tnt e their bring baptized with 
Warza. This is à point you bught to prove, if you 
mean to convince che World, that the Baptiſm of the 
Spirit does not accompäny the due allminiſtration of 
this Sacrament, which Chriſt hath ordained, You 
will chere fore pats» in 2K 
_— ROS $4 bald 0091 


rn; n Rrward: to re- 


— the next paſſage of Sctipture which you have 
quoted e, in order to corroborate your AND pls 
rtnerion. This is taken from Matthew iii. 11. 
Iindu bagtize you with water: but h that comtth after 
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What induced you to preſs. this Text into your br. ; 
vice is to me inconceivable ; ſince the lattet᷑ part of it, i { 
which youlmagine tobe ſovery.fayourable toyourcauſe, / 11 
is ſo far from referring to the andibing graces, that M 1 | 
it is a Prophetic. deſeription of the viſible deſcent of - md 
the Holy Ghoſt upon the apoſtles on the day, of Pen- "2 | 
tecoſt, when there appeared unto them cloven tongues, | = 
LLEE AS OP RE, and it ſat upon each of them, And | | 1 
they were all filled with the Holy Gbeſt, and began to | 
ſpeak with other tongues, as (the Spirit gave them ur- | 


terance &. And chat you may not think the inter- „55 
pretation of this text forced, we have no leſs a ger- 

ſonage than our Saviour himſelf to co afirm it ; who, 

after his reſurrection, ſaid to his Apaſtles, Jeha truly 

e eee eee eee e 3 
* nen, te | 


i wade bones ets wat 1 {0 
you have hitherto cited avail, , to- prove the poigt for 4 
which you ſo-zealouily contend. And is it ſhall ap- 
pear chat your remaining Scripture. Quotations are 
built upon no better a foundation, the thin wall of 
your DISTINCTION, which you have daubed with o 
much untempered mortar, muſt fall even with the 
ground. Lo, when the auall is: fallen, Hall it zyt be 
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But here it will be expected that I take notice of 
what you have advanced concerning Fohn's Baptiſm 


| andsvccxs50R5. This taſk I ſhall chearfully under- 


formation, I ſhall uſe my beſt AER that you may 


t 
take. And as you are pleaſed to come to me for in- f 
( 
6 


not FER ww uninſtructed. 


* 


65 1 aſk, you 72 es 1 W the difference hevwixt 1 


+ << the baptiſm of water adminiſtered by John, and the 
* baptiſm of water adminiſtered by the apoſtles, and 


4 thoſe who have ſucceeded them in that office to the 


Why, Sir, they differ, ſays the des Witfius, 
* 1, In that John's Baptiſm was indeed from God, 
« but not from Chrif, as the incarnate Mediator, 

« acting as the King of his Church, 2. In that it v 
«« was rather a preparation for, than a Sacrament of, 2 
* the New Teſtament. . Bafl ſays, The Baptiſm of ti 
« the former was introductory, or initiatory ; ; that of b; 
« the latter perfective. 3. In that God communi- 10 
e cated therein 2 more Hanns meaſure of the 
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"Theſe, Sir, are — of the 1 1 tho 
Baptiſm of Jobn and of Ghrift ; and more of them 


you may find in Mr. Stackhouſe and the deep-read (6 
Foffius. R n ö 60 
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As for the Neef John, Lam lapyy to find. 
that you drop, the idea of his having had any, as , a. 
2 Forerunner of the,. Meſhah: “' and, from the dif- 

ference ſpeciſied above betwixt his Baptiſm and 
Chrift's, it alſo appears, that, / in the office and ad- 
«« miniſtration of Water · Baptiſm, he had none. For 
you to repreſent him, therefore, as ſpeaking for all 
« his Succeſſors,”” when it is manifeſt that he could 
only ſpeak of and for himſelf, was taking a liberty. 
with Jobn the Baptiſt, which might with more propriety, 
have been avoided. ; But you perſiſt in the abſurdity, 
and endeavour: to ſupport it by an illuſtration, which 


| (to uſe the AT" agen totally irre- 


levant. \ | "A ; 


Nor is this the work. A fog, 
viding the Baptiſt with Succeſſors, you now go ſo far 
as to make him the Founder of a Rite, which was prac- 


tiſed amongſt his countrymen, many ages before he awas 


born, Speaking of Baptiſm, you ſay, John was the 
* frft ne ordinance “. 
5 M es fo 

ef. . enn 


The NE 8 laws Ko ig”; the Jos? 
(ays Dr. Barrow) s teach, that they never did re- 
* ceive rene into their covenant, ef chat 
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ich was Mete itt (to which atural-Jews, and 
® profelprer of rightronſueſt were ryed) er that which 
- «was more lax,” with which ſtrangers and proſelytes 


: « of the gate did comply, without a bapti/m.-—More- 
over, that it was in uſe for perſons, who were con- 


e ſcious to themlelves' of having tranſgreſſed God's 
lau, being in God's name invited by ſome perſon 
of eminent authority (a prophet, or like a prophet, 
« one commiſſioned by God) unto repentance and 
«« amendment of life, to be waſhed by him, in tefti- 
«© mony of their ſtedfaſt purpoſe to amend, and in hope 
«to obtain pardon from God of their paſt offences, 
* and'to be reinſtated in his favour, appears probable 
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« by St. Jabs the BapriF his undertaking, and the 

L « ſucceſs thereof. For if the manner of his proceed- + 
1 * ing had been altogether unuſual and unknown, o WI .. 
j « many it ſeems would not ſo readily (without any fiir * 
q er ey e Fa aero * a 


PEN eee e 0 pak uren * 
evidence, let us examine the writings uf the ancient 
Tewiſh Fathers, whoſe authority i in this reſpect is in- 
diſputable. If you will give yourſelf the trouble, 
then, to conſult the Talmud, you will find that three 

| things were neceſſary to the i initiation both of Jews and 

proſelytes; cireumciſton,  baptifm; and propitiatory 
oblations. n e u ντν N hx” 
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* Barrow's Works, folio, vol. I. Doctrine of the Sacraments 
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(cuſtom, but an inſtitution of high antiquity, we may 
learn from the daſe of Jurbro, che facher-in- law of 
e, Who is expreſily (aid to have been made a 
e eee e end 


n An 


ae e 


A e Ae 86 


have the uſſurance to ſay tretorting my on words) 
that I alſo . diſeover an uri and: ma. 
«< ſagncity in dhe hint give to megifirates to judge of 


« the CREDIBILITY of witneſſes hy their lank hair, 


„Kc.“ It does not appear, I believe, that the Ma- 
giſtrateg were particularly addreſſed in any part of my 
Letters, and conſequently your charge cannot obtain 
credit. ut if they had been cautioned againſt, ad- 
mitting the: evidence of perſons hem I · deſeribed as 
« Beings of a pale, meagre aſpect, a don · caſt, ſullen, 

« deſpondent look, diſtinguiſhed by their lank hair, 
and iarlooſe,, awkward; diſguſting gait anddeport- 
ment, movers of ſedition and hereſy, and fond of an 


« interlopingsMethodift: Preacher ;?) ilk aa cheſe are 


ſome of the thouſands which ſurround: Mr. Bader, 
I ſhould have acted a very friendly and honeſt part. ĩn 


giving che Magiſtrates this hint 3 fine nοοονιννt’ẽj 


your own account of their characteret: chæyare Ln As, 
and therefore not CREDIBL = Wi TNESSES. However, 


* Talmud, Tra Repudii. + N a6. 1 P. 13» 
ſince 


ſormance, Without remarking that, ima note, ũn 
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1 Ih eee ae, eee 
WH: : {fall tale aw thought how, or: what thing I ſhall 
We NY anſauer, or what T ſhall aß; for. I am taught in this 
n 4 ame hour. what I ought to ſay , in the words of Fe/u: 
| 4 | dhe ſon of Siracbe There is a wicked mau that hang- 
eth down his head ſadly ; but inuardly he is fall. of 
dieceit, caſting dewn his countenance , "and : making 4. as if 
be beard inde: (Where be is not known Be aul de thee 4 
{ 8 (powuer be be hindered. from finningy yet when he findet 
© + NCT opportunity he will us evil." A nun may be knizwn by 
* I, Loox, *vhen rhow tn ten attire ard 
i 1 eee e ST TELLER em 
| - 367 VSB ehe on 2995 1 
* Fa much for Jobn the Bapriß, the Magiſtrate, 
"and the Gentry: with the lanlt hair: hence it appears 
- how firmly er the Maſter of Arts}!”whoth you treat 
with a ſneer, has rivetted the Topidane caput _ the 
ee opt e e eee 
n 1 * IU I ub * ol , 39:5 Zak * 
Alter all dis ie l poſble that you ſhould aſſume 
ſuch an air of. ſuperiority, and expreſs yburſelf with 
„ - ſuch contempt of the << abilities and talents of others? Wil 
N I be truth is, accuſtomed as you are to the adulation * 
FES of your followers, you begin to fancy yourſelf to be 
LEP in reality that Leviathan of learning, which their in- 
|  fatuation-repteſents you z and exalting yourſelf on iber 
ee een ma 


» Luke 4. 11, 6. . Eeclus- xix. 26, cc. 
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world like a Colour,” and look down with inſulting 


| ſcorn on us ordinary mortals, many of whom, with leſs 


vanity and leſs preſumption, have a much higher claim 


to diſtinction than yourſelf, . But what pretenſions 


have you to learning or diſcernment, who are unable 
to diſcfiminate between the extraordinary gifts and the 
Janiifying graces of the Holy Spirit, and who preſume 
to aſſert, in contradiction to all authority, that John 
« was the firſt that adminiſtered the ordinance” of 
Baptiſm ? Surely, the conſideration of this muſt de- 
grade you, even in your own opinion, from your ill- 
aſſumed importance, and make you dwindle into wer 
primitive ee 


But not content with an your coarſe 1 | 
on the flattering idea that you had overſet all my for- 
mer arguments, you again proceed to diſturb the clear 
ſtream of Baptiſmal Divinity, by treading in it with 
the clowen hoof of your favourite vis rIx Io. This 
Diſtinction you endeavour to ſupport & with Matthew 
wi, 11. a Text which I have already ſhewn to be very 
unfavourable to your cauſe, and therefore have no 
need to e it ein. 

T hall, however, juſt put you in mind, that you have 
paſſed oyer unnoticed two clauſes in the thirteenth 
page.of my Letters, which. place the doQrine of the 
Church of England on this head beyond a-poſſibility- - 
of doubt ; the expreſs words of the en, 
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| bee you appeal) plainly afferting, that WATER- 
baptiſm is © GENERALLY neceſſary to ſalvation,” and 


that it © mates us members of Chrif, e 8 God, 
" 2 inberitars of the lar of leaves.“ vo dota 


Waring this, which fo forcibly Winne Ks. you, 
you go on to. remark, that it is inward end ſþiritual 


TH grate, n not WATER, that makes eee. 


= — 2. 2 
— 44 ꝰ“:k&aa madonna 
1 I __ tot 
1 . £ ” << g * —_- 


uy, er * * 
dP - > 1 * 


= ot. vS 2 


EE ed 


0 
— — 


— 


rr cat US ee ANY 
— —— — — 


S 


r ̃ .... pp ao—_—_ 
. 


— 
CC — CC. 
2304 22 AW 
— 25K ˙ 


I? 


Bos 7 
_— 
> 
% - 
— "oh. gfe - 
— 4 — Aw 


Granted: But then, if we . the "VT EM of 
Baptiſm rightly (that is, with ** repentance, whereby 
% we forſake fin; and faith, whereby we ſtedfaſtly 
« believe the promiſes of God made to us in that 
* Sacrament,” this inward and ſpiritual grace is 
given unto us, at the time of our being baptized with 
' WATER ; Which is, as I have already faid, ** an out- 
ward and viſible fign of this inward and ſpiritual 
t grace then beſtowed upon us; and alſo ** a mean; 
« whereby we receive the ſame, and a pledge to aſſure 
ce us thereof.” And beſides, if we disjoin it, and 
ſeparate the outward from the inward, or the inward 

from the outward part, it can no longer be called a 
Sacrament, which is what our Church-Catechiſm pro- 
| perly defines it to be. 


But, you proceed: If you would infinuate that 
© waTER-baptiſm is the appointed away ONLY, by 
« which we receive the Baptiſm of the. Spirit, I muſt 
beg leave to diſſent from you for the 1 Nh 


* Pp. 18. 
rea- 


| * 43, 1 . 
«« realanes Bocas he feriptare aligns che grand means 


« of ſalvation, &c. to 141 H, through the preaching 


« of the word ®,”” So far was I from pretending to 
intimate that Baptiſm is the only means of grace, that 
I readily acknowledge there are many others beſides 
this, as well as beſides ar; ſuch as prayer, me- 
ditation, and hearing and reading the holy ſcriptures. 
But theſe not being things which repreſent the bleſ. 
ſings they obtain for us, though they are means of 


grace, are not tut thereof, and conſequently cannot 


properly be called Sacraments. All chat you have 
advanced on the ſubject of Faith, therefore, is foreign 
to the matter in hand, and ſerves only to increaſe the 
ize of your pamphlet. It is the mere effuſion of your 
own fancy, without any grounds on my part for ſo un- 
fair a conjeQure, and evidently inſerted to enlarge the 
field of argumentation. It does in no wiſe prove, as 
you vainly imagine, that the Baptiſm of warzx is 
totally excluded from having any ſhare, even as a 
© means ONLY in the great work of ſalvation, which, 
« is ſolely attributed to 41, through the preach- 
ing of the word +. For, as an eminent Divine 
of our Church juſtly obſerves, whatever is neceſſary 
« to ſalvation may be repreſented as the method lead- 


* ing to it 3 and ſince faith, or beheving 1 in Chriſt, . 


* and receiving him for our maſter, is requiſite 
there to, we may be ſaid to be ſaved by Faith; and 
* yet there niay be other things equally neceſſary and 


P. 19. $5 7s + P. 1 
| wty © *« indiſ- 
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« indiſpenſable.” And amongſt theſe Bprii is un- 
ers to 1. ws.” 10 


F ; 
OD tbe + " 


ou 0 Infants, however, Wet appears to be the on 


means of grace; and to theſe alone our controverſy 


relates. They, you will allow, are incapable of be- 
lieving, and therefore the pains you have taken to 
ſhew that FAITH 1s the GRAND MEANS of ſalvation, 
&c. are all loſt on the preſent occaſion. 


Vou are pleaſed next ® to ſtate two Facts, in order 


| to prove, that the Baptiſm of waTzz, and the Bap 
- tiſm of the sy1RIT, are not INSEPARABLE, but 


DISTINGUISHED and DIVIDED. 


The firſt is nikes 0 A chapter viii. which! 
have already conſidered ; and I have ſhewn, that by 


the Holy Ghoſt which is there ſaid to have been con- 


ferred, is meant the miraculous gifts of the Holy Spirit. 
The ordinary means of ſanctifying grace is Baptiſm, 
as appears from this Text: Ariſe, and be baptized, 
and waſh away thy fins, 8 on the name of the 
Lord . | 


| The ſecond is brought from Acts chapter x. Mil 
Peter yet ſpale theſe words, the Holy Ghoſt fell on all 
them which heard the word, And they of the circum- 


cifien heard them /peak with tongues, and magnify God. 


0 b. ai. 1 Afa 16. 
— Thin 


4 
Tt 3s 1 


Ghoſt," as cell as .? And he' commanded them to be 
baptized in the" name of the Lord s. Here you may 
perceive that this alſo relates to the miraculous gifts 
of the Holy Ghoſt, for they heard then ſpeak with 
tongues and magnify God. The paſſage does not at all 
relate to the purifying operation of the Spirit upon 
the ſoul ; and it ſeems proper to underitand it thus: 


that, as they, who heard Peter, had received the mi- 


raculous gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, and ſpake the won- 
derful works of God to others; ſo doubtleſs they be. 
lieved them themſelves, and were conſequently qua- 
lified for Baptiſm, whereby they might receive alſo 


his ſanctifying graces to cleanſe their hearts. And, 
therefore, eee eee 


At think wir ee de hejs; that al fuck as kad 
received the miraculous gifts, were alſo endued with 
the heavenly graces of Sancti fication, which are abſo- 
lutely eſſential to ſalvation, and will undoubtedly fave 
us: for, the contrary is evident from hence, in that 
many who obtained the former will finally miſcarry 


at the laſt day. Though I ſpeak with the tongues 7 


men and angels, and have not charity, I am become as 
founding braſi, or a tinkling' cymbal. ' And though 1 
bave the gift of prophecy, and underſtand all myſteries 


and all knowledge, and have not charity, or the ſancti- 
fying graces of the Holy Spirit, I am nothing +. Mary 


Ver. 44, 46, 47, 3. 1 Cor. Xill, 1, 2. 


will 


in 1 . aye 
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Ther anſwered Peter, can any man forbid wvater, that © 
theſe ſhould not be baptized, which have received the Holy | 
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| will e, als ths day, Lord, Jiri, have woe not 


propheied in thy name ? and in thy name caft out devil; ? 
and in thy name done many wonderful works ? And then 
will I profeſs unto them, I never knew. you ; Depart from 
me ge that work iniquity ; for all ſuch muſh of conſe- 
e be Eficuce Ks: Rang graces . 


"I "By then, that thee dog Race eee 
unpropitious to your cauſe, and that they rather ſerve 
to diſprove, dan a. * DISTINCTION for 
which you contend. CO VN 


| N it (ems cc with reſpe to Children, you have a 
<* palpable and ſtriking inſtance of the grace of Chriſi 
d extended to them, where WATER - baptiſm, even 4. 
** @ means ONLY, could. poſſibly have no hand: as it 
« is poſitively ſaid that Fe/us baptized not. John 
Liv. 2, 1 How apt are you to catch at every wig 
to fave your ſinking dIsTIxX iN? Pray is it not 
as poſitively ſaid, John iii. 22. After the/e things came 
Jeſus and his diſciples into the land of Judea, and there 
he tarried with them, and baptized ® And, verſe 26. 
They came unto John, and ſaid unto him, Rabbi, he that 
was with thee beyond Ferdan, to whom, thou bear 
witneſs, beheld, the Jams bhaptixeth, and all men. come 

fo him? But not to multiply authorities ip ſo plain 
| acaſe, the fact is, as the Apoſtle himſelf declares, 
in the verſe which you have partially quoted on this 
occaſion, that theugh Jet himjelf baptized wot, his 

Mat. w. 22,23. F. 22 diſciple 
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„ 
diſciples did, in his name; aha under his immediate 


direction; which, in my opinion, amounts to juſt 


the ſame, as if he had actually n 
e eee 


But you will "A perhaps, that it dos not ns 
from the account given us by the ſacred hiſtorian, 
that the children were baptized at all, either by 
Jeſus, or by his diſciples ; yet, notwithſtanding 
this, that our Saviour not only beſtows on them his 
divine benediction, but pronounces them qualifigd 
for the kingdom of heaven. Admitting all this, 
[ ſee nothing ſo very formidable in this ſtubborn 
fact. It certainly does not oppoſe the general 
wceſſity of Baptiſm to ſalvation, or prove it to be 
10 means of Grace. For you will pleaſe to recolleR, 
that at the time when this occurrence took place, 
Chriſtianity, as it was afterwards denominated, was 
in its infancy. Baptiſm, though frequently practiſed, 
was not yet eſtabliſhed as'a Sacrament ; nor was the 
neceſſity of Circamcifion till then ſuperſeded. The 
children, therefore, who were preſented to our Lord, 
though not baptized, had undoubtedly been admitted 
into the church of God by circumciſion, conformably 
to the ritual of Moſes, and had, by theſe means, 
already been made partakers of ſacramental grace; | 
and as ſuch, they were, without diſpute, preciſely in 
the ſame predicament, as if they had been born when 
Baptiſm was become a Sacrament, and initiated i into 
the church «by that ordinance. | 
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- Youy next clauſe goes directly to the abelition of 


1 holy ordinance of Baptiſm, ſo far as Infants are 


concerned in it; for you ſay, ** We cannot poſſibly 
doubt but Chriſt, as God, will beſtow the ſame 
6s heavenly benediction upon all thoſe little ones, 
* who by prayer and faith are preſented. to him, 
« by their parents: that js, if you mean any 
thing to the purpoſe, without their being initiated 
into his religion by the rite of Baptiſm. And yet 
you“ would not be thought to have any objection 
oy ' towaTER-baptiſm, in that place and ſenſe, which 
« the Church of England, as e the Ow 
3 aſſigns it f.“ No, not ee Ir 


Having thus ſet afde all thoſe . 
you call sruBBORN FACTS f, I muſt beg leave once 


more to awaken the attention. of thoſe negligent , 
parents, who for divers reaſons may only defer 
«« for a ſeaſon this ordinance 5 of-Baptiſm, by ac- 


quainting them, that 20 rea/on whatſoever; can 
weigh againſt the command of God, and that . it 


cannot be omitted, where it may be obtained, 
0 without the hazard of our nale roots con 


And 3 in this I: am m happy to has: the concurrent | 


opinion of a late ingenious and worthy Divine; 
who concludes , a Treatiſe on Infant-Baptiſm with 


this pertinent remark: '** ee it n 


® P. 22. + Letterto Mr. B, p-19, 3 g . 2% 
| «« from 


. 


== 


[ 49 J 3 
«« from ſdme Texts of Seriptare, whether it was 
« out: $aviour's will that Infants ſhould be bap- 2.1 ll 
« tinedy yer the ſafeſt way muſt be to do it ; becauſe—©@& & © | 
„ Hiifants can receive no injury from it, and the 3 ERIN. 
« ſcrupuloſity of the Church and their Parents can 
„e give no offence to God. Whereas on the other 
« hand, if it mus our Saviour's-will that Infants x 
« ſhould be baptized, the negle& of it muſt be in- g 
| jurious to them, by leaving them out of the Co= | 
„ yenanit;, and the boldneſs and preſumption of their | 
| 1% Minifters or Parents offenſive in the fight of God. A > 
dat the caſe is by no means doubtful, as I hope | DI 
© I have ſhewit io this Diſcourſe, and nothing bot | 
| N PORTO A NAY | | 1 
* the omiſton of it;. | H 


And this, Sir, notwithſtanding what in your next c 3 
r clauſe-you have the aſſurance to fay to the contrary, i 
— is alſo the opinion of my reverend and eſteemed 
n friend Mr. Baker, as well as my own; and it is an 
it opinion which either of us, unſupported, is able to 
l, maintain againſt a Whole Legion of Methodiſts, 
p and to enforce with ſuch proofs as cannot poſſibly 
* fail to have wedge and influence to the end of - 
nt nde Mr 487 vd d t t ic 


F | 
th %% en args 
al ſerve concerning thoſe Texts and Quotations which 


* Miſcellaneous Tracts of the Rev. John Clubbe, Rector 25 
| Nha, and Vicar of Suffolk, vol. II. 
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'Thave ſcle&ted to eſtabliſh the neceſſity and efficacy of 


i preſſed into my ſervice ſome important paſſages 
of Scripture, in p. 14, 15, which for Chriſt's and 


ſpeedily appear; as it will alſo whether I have 
forced a conſtruction upon theſe paſſages of Scrip- 
ture, which they will not properly bear, and ho 


e W eee 5. & IIS ( 


1 8 JJ! 


wWarzx-baptiſm &; whereby it will appear, that all 
waters uſed for this. purpoſe are, to you, waters of 
WARD e as wormwood, and income 192% 


* 4 f am FF by a forced Ht I have 


* truth's ſake, you ſhall take the liberty of reſcuing 
4 gut of my hands .“ How much, or rather, how 
little Chriſ and truth have d you, will 


fortunately you have ſucceeded in MT to 
boa me of them. | 


_— 


The py of theſe ate for the neceſſity of Bap- | 
sse Matt. xxviii. 19. Go ye therefore and teach all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and | 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt. This you entirely 
paſs over, as being unanſwerable, and JO to 


4 


This Text is introduced by hs Compilers of our | 
Liturgy (to which you cordially aſſent) into the . 
Office of Miniſtration of Bar risu to ſuch as are ; 


of riper years; in order, as it is expreſſed, that 


* P, 23. 1 ibid. 


e thereby 


Lal”. 


« thereby the congregation may perceive the great 
«« neceſſity of this Sacrament, where it may be bad. 


And I am inclined to think, that all reaſonable © 


perſons" will-chooſe rather to liſten to the combined 


opinion of ſo many wiſe and good men, corroborated 
by the beſt Expoſitors, than attend to your bare 


aſſertion, that ** it is evident from the whole con- 
text this paſſage can have nothing to do with 
« waTER-baptiſm “; and that our Saviour only 


'«« uſes the term in à metaphorical ſenſe, — 


« r _ reference yak 2 
$0 Is 3% © BITES 
Except a man be ur. e e 
cannot enter into the kingdom of G. The words“ 
(ſays a late excellent Prelate of our Church) . fan 
« plain, and are plain enough to every unprejudiced 


« underſtanding. -* It requires ſkill and art to elude 
the obvious meaning of them, which is a reaſon- 


able objection againſt any interpretation, nothing 
commonly bidding ſo fair for the true ſenſe of 
any paſſage of Scripture, as the firſt and moſt 
©« natural one. The comment which they [who 
e negle& this Sacrament]- put upon our bleſſed 
% Saviour's words in my Text is this; By being 
Born of water and of the ſpirit, is meant, ſay they, 
© only the receiving that virtue f the. ſpirit, which 


*« efeeth the ſame thing in the ſoul, as water does in 
«phe 5 or, ae ee BORN o er | 


44481 0 
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AND THE SPIRIT» Haut for non alt n AÞI- 


nir, wubich is as WATER: But this is to male 


«« Scripture, not t0in/@pret it. Two different things 
<«« are plainly ſpoken bf in the Text, water and the 


© ſpirit, and both are repreſented. as concurring 


<<. (though it is not ſaid that they equally. concur) 
© to produce the new birth, which is previous to 
< the being a diſciple of Jeſus, Why then is water 
<< to be underſtood only as a comparative word, as 
«« deſcriptive only of the eſſicaty of the Spirit, 
«« when it is alike ſpoken of, and repreſented to be 
«« a cauſe of regeneration, as the Holy Spirit of God 
<< is? They apprehend indeed, and. they would 
*« confirm their vain comment on the words by ſay- 


ing, that otheravi/e water-baptiſm would be proved 


*« 70 be of abſolute neceſſity. And ſo, no doubt, it is 
«© neceſſary, or ordinarily neceſſary, i. e. where it 
«© can be had; as any man might ſee, if he was not 
«« prejudiced in favour of his own ſyſtem, from the 
obvious meaning of our Lord's aſſertion in the 
* Text, and from his Command given to his Diſ- 
«« ciples before his Aſcenſion, that they ſhould go 
« and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
„ the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt.” 


* Except a man be born of water and of the ſpirit, 
tc of the one and the other, of the former as well 
„c as of the latter, be cannot enter into the kingdom of 
© God, ſaid our bleſſed Saviour. And will any wiſe 


man run the hazard of ſuch a ſevere denunciation, 
TE 6+ upon 


— © wy Bm. _ * 


. 1 4 1 


ns as has no- foundation in 
the words, or in the reaſon of the thing? Noman . 


% would' ſo interpret any penal law of the land, and 


run the riſk of a puniſhment threatened, upon 
„ ſach a comment, as is rather a perverſion than an 


2 plans. ef aho ee n * 


The fand es hich, _ and Mark 
xvi. 16. He that belieweth and is baptized, hall be 


ſaved; and this alſo makes & part of che Exhorta- 


tion in the Office above-mentioned. (which you ſo 
highly approve), and is there ſaid ©* to ſhew unto 
« us the great benefit we reap thereby.” - Agreeably 
hereto you ſubjoin, ** the words muſt evidently in- 
% clude the /ubfance as WELL as the aua bow, 
© namely the Baptiſm of the Spirit as WELL as that 


« of Water t. This, Sir, is mare than I contended 


for, as you will perceive by referring to my fifteenth 
page. For although theſe words are ſufficient alſo 
to prove the neceſity, yet they were cited there 
merely to demonſtrate the efficacy. of Baptiſm. But 
it was incumbent upon you, in order to fulfil your 
promiſe of reſcuing the text out of my hands, to have 
diſproved its validity in either reſpect; inſtead of 


which, Chrift and trub have een 


#*. Biſhop Pearce's Sermons, vol. II. Serm. XI. 

I am extremely happy to obſerve that this venerable Prelate 
coincides fo remerkably, not only in ſentiment, but in expreſſion, 
with what I advanced in my former Letters, p. 16. 


+ P. 25. on. . 
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Norsiabndng u this, you fill debar Intl "OY 
from any ſhare in it, becauſe they are incapable of 
« believing, which is an act ſpoken of as preceding that 
« of Baptiſm *. It is ſo: and accordingly that 
excellent Church-Catechiſm, which you ſo highly 


applaud, requires of perſons to be baptized, Re- 


<< pentance, whereby they forſake fin; and Faith, 
te whereby they ſtedfaſtly believe the promiſes of God 
«© made to them in that ſacrament.” Bur it adds, 


Why then are infants baptized, when by reaſon 
c of their tender age they cannot perform them ?— 
«« Becauſe they promiſe them both by their ſureties; 


ce which promiſe, ra wege —_ (ers N 
rg e ann, 


| Hence it appears tha: the Text under Auen 


is alike applicable to ge Veg and to thoſe of 


e e 0” e 


But yet „ notwithſtanding the * you vie 
made with reſpe to its xece/ity, you continue to aſſert, 
that * even with regard to aDULTs, the mere ſbadow 


of Baptiſm, which is Water, only, is not efential to 


« ſalvation t:. eee e 94-406 
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Thief upon the Croſs W e fg a and 

yet it by no means militates againſt the doctrine of 
our 2 which holds Baptiſm to be generally ne- 
ceſſary to ſalvation; that 1s, '** neceſſary, where it 
«© may be had ; which it Mr nt ee 
on the Croſs. 


| The third paſſage which you endeavour to reſcue 
out of my hands is Titus iii. 5. According to his mercy 
be ſaved us, by the waſhing of regeneration, and rencau- 
ing of the Holy Ghoft, which, you ſay, has not the 
* leaſt ſhadow of foundation for the application of it 


ce to wAaTER-baptilm; as the whole context fully | 


« evinces it can only be applied to the baptiſm of the 
« 8p1n1T *,” Having examined the whole Chapter 
with the greateſt accuracy, I can find no. reaſon for 
underſtanding the Text before us in any other ſenſe 
than what I have affixed to it. By the waſhing of 
regeneration is undoubtedly meant BAPTISM, which 
is uſually ſtyled, by the Greek Fathers, @ new birth; 


and by the renewing of the Holy Ghoſt, the graces of 


the Bleſſed Spirit, the principle of a new life, beſtowed 
upon us in that Ordinance. And the reaſon why 
Water and the Spiri are ſo often mentioned together 


1 ICS AUO ys is, becauſe they go together in Baptiſm. 
Won h. ding therefore the confident air with 


e teptobe ite my application of this Text, x 


ay 0 y FA conftrution 1 have an z 
ibid. 
| con- 
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eee which is ene confirmed. 1 the 
learned Biſhop Fell, Dr. Hammond, Dr. Walls; the 
pious Mr. Burtitt, the ingenious Mr. Pyle, and many 
others. And when fach men as theſe are on my fide, 
eee 
that Mr. Chriftopber Hull is againſt me. 


- 


The /af — you object to ib 1 Peter H. 21. 
Dani /eroes ws Where you wiltully pervert my 
; | meaning, and accuſe me of © ſubſtituting the ſnd 

s for the ul The apoiile ſays, Bapriſn 
faves us, that is, not the mere putting away the filth if 


luſtration; but, 8xcxanaxnTal Baptiſm, in which 
they who rightly recrive it, are expected to niake the 
fer or ſtipulation + off a good conſcience toward: 
God, by the rearreffion of Feſur Chrift. This is my 
interpretation of the paſſage before us, and ſuch 

as perfectly agrees with the general ſcope of the 


+ © Vox erepwInpa, in Jure uſitata eff, ad fignificandam fipu- 
lationem, vel converfovem. Th GOtoffis atam” Grace-Lattnis, 
en, fipulatio; ER ergo hie eyed net ay 
promiſſto, qua quis bons con ſcientia, ſeu bogs fide 
Tolliceror, lu baptiſmo, ſe Deo obſequuturum,” See the Fran · 


| ; mond's Notes r See allo 
| | Whitby, 


the fe; this profiteth no more thun a phariſtical - 


; fort edition of Le Clere's Tranſlation an d Emendations of Han- 
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. — -- wilt. wi ͤͥ T oe 


pF '£ 8 
Ab cannot beine aste of that very extra- 
ordiaaty addition to the Apoltle's words, which you 
have taken the liberty to introduce. Bapri/m, lay's 
St. Pater, doth now ſave us by the reſurrection of Jeſus 
Chi that is, ſay you, „in our hearts by his 
Spirit: , But this“ (to repeat the obſervation . 
of Biſhop Pearce) "19 to make Scripture, not to inter- 1 
« pret it.” The Apoltle_ aſes no fuck myftical lan- 
gage. He ſpeaks with funplicity, and his meaning 
is obvious. Baptiſin, ſays he, /awes us, by the reſur- 
faction of Jeſus Chrift, who is gone into heaven, and 
r + 


d e ee ns all ils | 
Texts I adduced in ſupport. of the neceſfity and 2 efficary | | | 
of war EA-baptiſm are happily reſtored to their ori- RT, 
ginal and genuine ſenſe and meaning, and the iniquity | = 
of your attempts to force upon them a miſconſtruction, 
in arder to reſcue them: out of my hands, is n to „ 
* deriſien and . | x lh KA 

+ 

Seakible, at Cad; 8 2; A cauſe, 
ud ſeeing how. ſtrongly my interpretation of theſe & 
Texts of Scripture is corroborated by the judgment E 
of the Church, you paſs over unnoticed + my Extract 3 | „ 
from the 2 51h drivcle of Religion, and the Office of " 
public Baptiſm of Infants, which are irrefragable proofs ö f 
of the ne my doctrine, and preſume to treat wath 


2 P. 26. + ibid. e a 
. a ſneer 


| 


1 * 
a ſneer the following quotation, Seeing now that thi: 
child is regenerate and grafted into the body of _Chrif; 
church, &c. Pray, Sir,“ you ſay, © do you give | 
4e us this as a SCRIPTURE phraſe? If you do, be 
« ſo good as to point out chapter and verſe, that we 
may know where to turn for ſuch paſſages,” 


Now, Lonly aſk you, whether any thing can poſſibly 
be more idle and childiſh than thüs quibbling, ſeeing 
you-paſs {6 lofty an encomium upon the Liturgy of 
our Eſtabliſhed Church, by obſerving i in the Poſtſcript 
of your Letter to Mr. Baker “, that it contains he 
 evhole truth? It is ago Aoyos, of which, if I were 

to take further notice, I ſhould ſpend my tins as idly 
28 JO Ow. | 


- But you deal to require an inſtance from Ser- 
ture to prove that when a child is baptized, iti 
« really and aFually regenerated . I anſwer in 
the words of an anonymous Author, Since they are 
te actually baptized into Chriſt's body t, and into Chrif, 
« and have put on Chrift $, and conſequently are new 
te creatures || ; fince, I ſay, they are baptized for the 
„ remiſſion of fins ©, and ſince baptiſm is called the 
«« waſhing of regeneration &, therefore the /cripture, 
« as well as the Church, ſuppoſes them to be __ 
rated .“ . | 

2 P. 16. TP. 27. 11 os xi. 13. $ Gal. fit. 27. 


- | z Cor. v. 17. Acts ii. 38. ** Titus iii. 5+ ++ Abridg- 
ment of London Caſes, p. 126. 5 F y 
ou 


7 L. 59. J 
Vou conelude with aceuſing me falſely and maliciouſly 
of detaching ſuch ſentences from the Office of public 
Baptiſm of Infants, as militate againſt other doctrines of 
the Church and produce the 27th Article of Religion, 
which treats: of Baptiſm, to evince that the Church 


here uſes a very different language: and - here, you 


ſay, “ ſhe ſpeaks her real and genuine ſentiments 8. 
Are we then to ſuppoſe, that in other places ſhe does 
not ſpeak her real and genuine ſentiments ? The 
Church of England, Sir, will not thank you for this in- 
timation; the truth of which I would rather you than 
I ſhould undertake to demonſtrate. For my part I 
find her very conſiſtent in all ſhe ſays, and ſhall only 
put you in mind, that when a man has pledged himſelf 
upon the doctrine of the Church, as you have done, 
it behoves him to abide by that teſt, and to yield im- 
plicitly to her deciſion. And what that deciſion is 
with reſpect to the effect of Sacraments, manifeſtly 
appears. For by them God doth work invifibly in us +. 
In ſuch as wworthily receive the ſame, they have a whole- 
ſome effett or operation t. Their faith is confirmed and 
grace increaſed . Neither is the effect Chriſt's ordi- 


nance taken away by their wickedneſs, nor the grace of 
God's gifts diminiſhed from ſuch, as by faith, and rightly 
do receive the ſacraments miniſtered unto them, which , 


be effe ual,” becauſe. of Chriſt's inftitution and | promi/e, 
. they be . by evil men ||. 1 


2 Pa. arts er. 1 bid, 9 Att. xvii. 
Art. xxyi, 800 * 


Wo 5 They 


— . — a — 


* 
— 
— os => 
7 — 
13 4 4 
3 hs n 
— Dow —— * 


—_— 


; pos „ 45 4/ 
— — 
us 
7 * 
** ad ws Og —— hk 


} * 
[| q x * 
1 1 
78 
' 
».- 
| d 
$ 
| n 


. 
* 


ey we. * ally ; 2 6 be jen : ave our 


 avard and , figns of inward and\/firitual gras 


given unto us: are means whereby we receive the ſane, 


and pledges to afſure us thereof. be 'bengfits ' apheresf 


abe are partakers thereby are, in the Lord's Supper, 
the ftrengtbening and rfrebing of our ſouls by the body 
and blood of Chriſt ; and, in Baptiſm, we" are made 
members of Chriſt, children of Gag, W nk f the 
u e of wget F 


In pan we are regenerate n _ 4 0 Spirit, 
are received as God n own children by adoption, are incor- 
porated into his holy church, and are made 1 2:06 00 of 
the death of his Son en q 

* This bring the WA I leave the ods to 7 
whether when you endeavour to ©* render the contra. 
«« more ſtriking betwixt the s x aDow and the sus- 
© STANCE, you term the former a little material water. 
« ſprinkling the bach in baptiſm i. you are not guilty 
of a contemptuous, T had almoſt ſaid a bla/phemous; re- 
fletion ? And whether there was not great cauſe for 
the Interrogatories with which my ſecond Letter was 
A PRINT ? 


Witking you more good ſenſe, candour, honeſty, 
humility, benevolence, and fincerity ; and praying 
* Church= Catechiſm. + Office of Public Baptiſm of 


Infants, 1p, ons 


ut, 
I 


1 


72 : 


* 


8 you may be delivered by ci baptiſm, and by 


the coming of the Holy Ghoft upon your ſoul, from for- 
nication and all other deadly fin ; from all falſe doctrine, 
bereſy, amd ſchiſm 5 frew hardneſs" of bratt, and con- 
tempt of God's word and commandment : | remain (in 
that Goſpel which enjoins truth and righteous dealing 
to every man) 4 <4 
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Tuns; is a certain clas of It endued with 

ſuch an unlimited ſhare of audaciouſneſs, that 
they will venture on the moſt deſperate attempts to 
outface the truth ; and, what they cannot atchieve by 
good ſenſe, will endeavour to accompliſh by impu- 
dence. That the Letter now before me was written 
by a perſon of this deſcription, I take upon me to 
affirm, without the leaſt reſerve : he would not other- 
wiſe have ventured on thoſe bold aſſertions, that I 
had not anſwered one ſingle argument fairly and 
« candidly &; and that I have maintained the 46 
« ſolute neceſſity of waTER-baptiſm to ſalvation +.” 


Whether I have ſucceeded in my endeavours to 
confute your arguments, or not, our readers will judge; 
and in the impartiality of their decifion I reſt perfectly 
ſatisfied. 


With reſpect to the other charge, that “ I have 


* adduced arguments in order to prove the ab/olute 


* P. 29, + ibid. 


cc neceſſity 


1 


Ems 1-3 $4. 


«« neceflity of War ER baptiſm to ſalvation;” I re- 


quire you to point out the paſſage; and till you 


have done this, you muſt be content to remain under 
the ſcandalous imputation of having uttered a falſe- 


hood. 


BS 


To correct the pride and vanity which you diſplay | 


in your zoth page, I wiſh you to underſtand, that I am 
neither . afraid to look the ayeLICaToRY,” nor 
any other part of your ſubject on Baptiſm in the 
« face. The whole is a very fickly performance, a 


death-pang of your 6K anD' DISTINCTION ; written 


during the warm frenzy of a ſelf-righteous paſſion; pre- 
judicial to the cauſe it was meant to ſupport, and nei- 
ther calculated to mend the heart, nor improve the 


underſtanding, So far was THou"ART THE MAN - 


from applying to my conſcience, that I thought, and 
ſtill do think, the - concluſion. of your Letter to Mr. 
Baker, the moſt ſtupid appeal to the heart. that ever 
was penned. Some of it is quite untrue ;+and, if I 
made a · precipitate retreat,” it was not becauſe I 
laboured under the ſmart of a wounded conſcience, for 
herein do I exerciſe myſelf, to have always a conſcience 


void of offence towards God and towards man : but 


becauſe it was unworthy the notice of a rational being, 
ſo much had it the appearance of Methodi/m grown 


rampant. | Y 


Acts xxiv. 16. 
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. <<home-threſt*,” which I never ſuſpreted to be levelled 


- F 13 


1 1 


Beſfides, I mever knew, till now; chat you bad, at 


| that time, any other objet in view, but your worthy 


Vicar. | He chen could I go abom “ to ward off a 


at me? Depend upon it, I ſhall never ſhrink inthe 
- field of battle, whilſt ſuch an . inſignificant worm,” 


fack a feeble inſtrument + as Chrifopber tall, heads 


the oppolite army againſt me. It is impoſiible- for 


any of the ** home-thruſts from the two-edged ſword 
of che Gpixit . whilſt wielded by ſo unſkilfal an 
hand, to touch 2 well - guarded heart : but ſome ſpi- 
ritual arrows ſhot from henoe; will, it is more than 
probable,confumeacertain M ETHODIST PkxEACKER, 


' atBowsn:Henron, whoſe mouth ſpeaketh great fevel- 


eee eee eee g ee 
Nag d Ne e A 
n: 40 

eee eee ee de . 
| harneſs, and is grieveuſty . The Hatrit 
- greatly #ncreafed, and he if fayed wp in the chariot of 
| lis DaViNE COMMISSION by two Pages of Letter- 
Preſs, quoted from his former e _— 
e e ee eee 


e not * ak 1 laugh at — 
only, he would fain perſuade his readers, that I en- 
dne Wanne ©: WORD OF GOD ITSELP"4N'TO 

„ | 


n * p. 30. + P. 33. 36. 1. 30, 34. N $ Jude 16. 
King, xXib 34, 35. TS es 
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RH 


2 nivievuy 4 AND bt oo enn Too® and | 


that] with t to «© involve THE REFORMERS AND rA 
* THERS of my own e church jn the wery Jame predica-' 
"ie the ul and 22 L ITX of the 1 ” and 
that 1 “ aim to ſubſtitute the Jhadew for the gu- 
* STANCE, the Baptiſm of auater for the Baptiſm of 
„r SPIRIT, giving 2 wortal wound to . 
« CHRISTIANITY : Zo a | 


; | l | Lu - 6 * . 
IL 73 t 14 , * 1 4 "4 ” . 1 


Believe kim not: His words, as bene tþ to me; are 
unfounded in truth and are almoſt all verifiedin himſelf, 
and the people of his complexion. For ſo far are the 


Methodifts from being advocates for p1BLE CHRISTI- | 


ANITY, that, about five years ago, they really, dug 
a grave at Fiveheaa, in this nejgtibourhood, upon the 
ſuggeſtion of a viſion that appeared to'a weak Pro- 
pheteſs of their own order, and buried ThE BIBLE 
itſelf at CATHANGER FARM in that pariſh, Where it 
remained intered, till I attended in perſon to reicue 
it from the jaws of the- grave.—And how well affected 
Mr. Hull in particular is tö iI E cRfTIAMIixx, 
will appear from the following Roty, related of lm. 


in a letter publiſhed at Briſtol, in the year 1774. 


Mr. Hull lone of thoſe itinerant Preachers who 


* B infelbec u on and the "neighbouring counties for 


1 e ſome 
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« ſome time paſt), during a bodily illneſs, ſent for 
© an apothecary, a worthy friend of mine, a man of 
ee the ſtricteſt veracity, to receive from him ſome 
ec medical aſſiſtance. Mr. C. found his patient fitting 
« by a table, on which lay ſome ſcraps of paper and 
a Bible, —He began to make inquiry into the nature 
„of his complaint, and Hull began to inquire into 
the ſtate of bis ſoul. Mr. C. told him he way not 
e now come to talk on religious topics, but to aſſiſt 
« in the reſtoration of his health. To which H. re- 
«« plied, Sir, I think it my duty to exhort and ad- 
'«© moniſh mankind, at all times and all places; and 
« began to talk of the neceflity of their faith, Mr. C. 
« told him he ſhould not pin his faith on the ſleeve 
& of any man or ſet of men in the world ; but ſhould 
draw his faith from that Book, which lay before 
ce him, meaning the Bible. Then, ſays Hull, if you 
©& draw your faith from this book, your faith is wt 
« © auorth a nn 1 


85 1 forbear to comment/on the biaſphemy of the 

*« expreſſion; but I would aſk from whence, my 
2 friend, are mankind to draw a ſaving faith, unleſs 
| om toy Tocred Writings?” P. 20, 21. 


Is it not evident from theſe inſtances, that Mr. Hull 
8 his ſullen-looking adherents have © opened an 
re effectual door for thouſands of mankind to plunge 
** themſelves into the horrible gulph, the lake of 
« fire 


c« fire and, brimſtone :* Wherefore, be cautious, 


Chriſtian Reader, how you connect yourſelf with per- 
ſons of ſuch ſoul-damning principles. Avoid their 
canting, whining, dumpiſh ſociety, as you would the 
bite of a ſerpent : and be not deluded by affected 
appearances of ſanctity i in any man, eſpecially in thoſe | 
of this ſect, who appear to be Full of envy, debate, 


diceit, malignity ; ; vo biſperers, backbiters, deſpiteful, 
proud, boafters, inventers of evil things; diſobedient to 


rulers, without underſtanding, , covenant-breakers, im- 
placable, unmerciful +. 


As for my Opponent, depend upon it he is one, 
who endeavours to exalt himſelf upon the wreck of 
other men's reputations. Elſe, why does he attempt 


to perſuade you, that my ** conſcience is wounded ; that. 


J have an inelination to ſtep into St. Peter's Chair 
at Rome, to ſnatch the keys out of his Holineſs's 


„hand; and that, by aſking a few neceſſary and 


pertinent queſtions, quoted in his 35th page, 1 
«* wiſh te make void the Ad of Toleration in favour 
« of Proteſtant Diſſenters f. There are certainly 
no grounds for any ſuch ſuſpicion-; and I not only 
diſavow/ all the charges, which are framed by his own 
malicious invention, but flatter myſelf, that his mo- 
tives are well underſtood by oy our . 


* p. 34. . + Rom, i 455 30 31. 1 P. - 
mg, 7 12 heſe, 
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| Theſe, however, are. not the only faults of hich 
he accuſes me; for, as 4 roaring lion he goeth about 
to devour me. One while he ſtings me with his 
barbed tail; and, at another, he kicks me with his 
cloven hoof : nevertheleſs, I have the ſatisfaction to 
find, that he cannot prevail againſt me; and that 
what he ſays, i is. laboured, obſcure, and not at all to 
the purpoſe. He is rather RAMPANT than . 


And now, Mr. Chritogher, I ſhall proceed to 
examine the remainder of your Pamphlet. 
/ 
he ALL the commiſſion, you ſay, to which I pre- 
«tend as a Preacher of the Goſpel, is fully com- 
% prized in thoſe very ſignificant words, which you, 
«Sir, previous to your receiving the clerical order 
«© PROFESSED, When the Biſhop aſked you, Do you 
*« truſt that you are inwardly moved by the Holy 
* Ghoſt to take upon you this office? To which you 
* replied, so 1 TRUST.” 


«« Now, Sir,“ you add, „ to fuch commiſſion or 

« divine call, I humbly lay claim in the fear of the | 

« Lord s.“ Andapprehending that the reader might ; 

ſuſpe& the veracity of your bare aſſertion, and : con- g 

* ceive that you put a conſtruction upon the above- a 
« cited words, which the church never intended to 


| P. 36, | 


tc con- 


5 Y w— * bd _— > 4” 


K F 5 


8 7 


You have made the moſt of your quotation: Bot, 


that it was not his Lordſhip's opinion that every one, 


whe, like yovielalf profefſes or ! truſts that he is in- 
« wardly moved by the Holy Ghoſt to take upon 


«« him that office , was ſufficiently commaſbaned: to 
execute the ſame, We ren: the e PR 
RC e y 


« Thee wan” Gan: ble Lend 4.66 2b; woe 
« authority in the church, and no man was to aſſume 


te this authority to himſelf... The argument for ths 


« from the ſtanding rules of order, of decency, of the 
e authority in which the holy things onght to be 
e maintained, and the care that muſt be taken to 
« repreſs vanity and inſolence, and all the extrava- 
% gancies of light and ungoverned fancies, is very 


« clear, For if every man may aſſume authority to 


« preach and perform holy functions, it is certain 
* Religion muſt fall into diſorder and under con- 
© tempt : hot-headed men of warm fancies, and vo- 
* luble tongues, with very little knowledge and Ai 
© cretion, would be apt to thruſt themſelves on to the 


teaching and governing others, if they themſelves 


* were under no government. This would ſoon make 


* p. 37. - + P. 36. 
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r and break 
* and die th whole body,” * 


«« A few men of livelier thoughts, that begin to ſet 
on foot ſuch ways, might for ſome time maintain a 
& little credit, yet ſo many others would follow in at 
the breach which they had once mage on public 
«« order, that it could not be poſſible to keep the So- 
e ciety of Chriſtians under any method, if this were 
«« once allowed. And therefore thoſe. who in their 
hearts hate the Chriſtian Religion, and deſire to ſee 
« it fall under a more general contempt, know well 
<< what they do, when they encourage cot IG Pg 


„ rhuſiaſts that deftroy order o., 


Suck, Sir, are the Biſhop? $ PR in which 
your own features are truly delineated by the pencil 
of Prelacy. Being deprived, then, of his Lordſhip's 


teſtimony in your favour, your condemnation proceeds 


from the very oracle of your choice, and, in your own 


words, it is SO OTA 


cc the * ” 


As to the „ MAxY more than miraculous ſeals to 
«« your Miniſtry, excluſive of the ſcores who have 
«© made their ir happy exit rejoicing in the e of a 


1 


* Burnet on the Articles, p. REY 2575 chird edit, 4. London 
1905, + P. 36. 
5 «© bleſſed 
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« bleſſed immortality ., they are injudiciouſly 
brought as a proof of your divine commiſſion ; ſince 
the former might have been converted by private 
meditation, reading, or prayer, and the latter ena- 
bled thus to rejoice in their laſt moments, > through 
mere Enthuſiaſm, | | 


However, had the caſe been . modeſty 
ſhould have reſtrained you from this vain-confident 
boaſting, and have led you to aſcribe the glory to 
God in the words of the P/almift, Nor unto me, O 
Lord, not unto me, but unto thy name give the praiſe, for 
thy loving-mercy, and. for thy truth's ſake +. The 
omiſſion of this fixes upon you the deſire, that all 
fould give heed, from the leaft to the greateft and Jay, 
as they did of your friend the Sorcerer, This man is 
the GREAT POWER OST: . 

After you kw ſaid, cc : ALL the commiſſion to 
5 which I pretend, &c. 95 how can you conſiſtently 
add, my outward authority is no leſs than that of 
ar the legiſlature of my .country, by which I am 
« legally authorized, under the act of toleration as 
« a teacher; and that, too without even the appro- 
vation and conſent of a certain reverend gentleman 
'« of BIGH.DIGNITY at Hatch Beauchamp ||." 


o ibid. _ + Plalmexv. 1. f Ad vii. 10. 13 36. 
p. 40, EL Sg L 
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denßions ran'you ave do wu ocher ? DSL Cant 


"oy dat irüly, Sh; if you were do wait till my conſent 
Ves obtained, it is likely you would never more, 


. — 


table ſcience ſhould in all the ſotieties of men 
ie be diſtinguiſhed by Profeſſors, Artiſts, and proper 


CRY ns 
("7 thr tuber was x your authority, what pre. 


1 - 
: 


with claſped fiſts, a formal ſtep, and demure viſage, 
crawl up, a Joint- Stool, or a Hogſhead as long a, 
you exiſt.” Never more would you have the high dignity 
of exerting your vociferating faculties to the gazing, 
-open-mouthed multitude beneath you. If my ap. 
probation was necefſary, I ſhould be careful to admit 
none; but who were apt and meet for their learning. 
Fo that all the hard- faced and brawny-looking gen- 
try, all indétent and illiterate FooTMEN and Me. 
chauicks would be ordered back to their proper 
employments, and not ſuffered to exerciſe the Mi. 
niſtry. Ne ſutor ultra crepidam. For, indeed, 3 
the excellent Biſhop Taylor obſerves, ** it were a 
great diſreputation to Religion, that all great and 
and publique things, and every artifice' or pro- 


«« Miniſters ; and onely Religion ſhould lie in com- 
„ mon, apt to be bruiſed by che hard hand of 
«© Mechanicks, and ſullied by the ruder touch of 
ah undiſcertiing and undiſtinguiſhed ance. th * 


ne Dieine Iftitution of the —— roi 
edition of his works. 
Now, 


411 1] 


Now, whether the reader will admit this exmward 
authority of yours ta be a lawful, proper, and ſof- 
ficient. Commiſſion to preach, without à regular 
Ordination, it is impoſſible for me to determine, 
But, when I inform him, that you have expreſſed 
in your Letter to Mr. Baker, ©* a moſt ſolemn and 
. ſincexe with that he may both know and teach the 
4 aulole truub, as it is in the Articles of the Church 
** of Eagland “; and that the Twenty - third and 
Thirty-fixth of theſe Articles maintain that It is 
not lawful for any man to take upon him the 
office of publick preaching, or miniſtering the 
t ſacraments in the congregation, before he be law- 
6 fully called and ſent to execute the ſame: And 
« that thoſe we ought to judge lawfully called and 
« ſent, which be choſen and called to this work by 
* men who have public authority given unto them 
in che congregation, to call and ſend miniſters 
into the Lord's vineyard +: - And that“ The 
© boak of conſecration of arch-biſhops and biſkgps, 
and ordering of prieſts and deacons, doth contain 
** all things neceſſary to ſuch conſecratian and or- 


_ ** dering: and thergfore whoſoever are canſeerated 


and ordered according to the rites of that hook, 
22 hereafter ſhall be, we decree all ſuch to be 

** xigbaly, orderly, and lawfully conſecrated and 
ordered t: When, I ſay, I infoxm him of this, 
how vill it be poſlible for him to acquit yaw of 


* P. 16. | + Art. XxxXili. Ait. xXXXVI. | 
| | 3 equi 
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equiyocation, when you moft ſolemnly and ſincerely 
expreſſed that wiſh to your worthy Vicar ?' If you 
have that high opinion of the Articles, which you 
pretend to have, I ſee not how = can be excul- 
pates, | Fn 


On this ſubject of your Preaching, you have been 

pleaſed to preſs upon me the ſentiments” of Biſhop 

' Burnet; and I, in return, muſt beg you will attend 

to the Remarks of another Wufrious Prelate, of the 
preſent 1 | 


If“ (ſays the learned Biſhop of 97. TTY 
addrefling himſelf to Dr. Prieſley and Mr. Lind/ey) 
«« your authority, I ſpeak not now of the authority 
„ which derives from human laws; if your ſpiritual 
«« authority, as miniſters of the word and ſacra- 
«« ments, is wrongfully called in queſtion ; you muſt 
«© bear with the prejudices of a Churchman, who, 
«« when he reviews the practice of the primitive 
«« ages; when he ponders our Saviour's partipg 
«« promiſe to be always preſent with the Apoſtles, 
the delegated preachers of the goſpel, even to the 
«© end of the world; when he connects it with the 
«« hiftory of the firſt ordinations, and with the great 
5 ſtreſs laid upon the biſhop's authority, by Clemens, 
«« the fellow-labourer of St. Paul, by Ignatius, the 
«* diſciple of St. John, and by the whole church for 
© many ages; allows himſelf to be eaſily perſuaded, 
«« that /he authority of the commiſſion, under which he 

cc ads, 


TY mas | Be 


I 


« ads, is ſomething more than human legiſlation can 
© convey; and while he would abhor to inforcs 
« civil penalties, may think it his duty occaſionally 
** to-proteſt againſt a ſpiritual uſurpation. Indeed, 
Sir,“ (his Lordſhip continues) when I revolve 
ein my thoughts the various diſorders and diſtrac- 
tions, Which I have ſeen in my own country within 
the compaſs of my own life, ariſing from the irre- 
% gular zeal of ſelfeconſtituted teachers of religion; 
hen I reflect, how the unity of the church hath 
© been torn, how tender conſciences are every day diſ- 
*« turbed with groundleſi ſcruples, and melancholy tempers 
«© driven to inſanity ; how the ſimplicity of the vulgar 
« hath been firſt abuſed, and their principles in the end 
« unſettled; when I recollect, how eminently the 
„State hath lately been endangered, and the pro- 
** teſtant cauſe diſgraced, by a combination of wild 
e fanatics, pretending to aſſociate for the preſerva- 
tion of the reformed religion; when I conſider, 
how by theſe fcandals the true religion hath itſelf 
been brought into diſcredit; hen I conſider that 
e the root of all theſe evils hath been the prevalency 
of a principle, of which you ſeem diſpoſed to be 
* an advocate, that every man who hath credit 
enough to collect a congregation, hath a right, 
over which the magiſtrate cannot without tyranny 
e exercule controul, to celebrate divine worſhip ac- 
« cording to his own form, and to propagate his 
* own opinions; I am inclined to be jealous of a 
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te principle, which hath proved, I had almoſt ſaid, 
«« ſo ruinoas 3 and 1 lean the more to the opinion, 
« that the commiſſion 6f a miniſtry, perpervated by 
e regular ſucceſſion, is ſomething more than a dream 
of cloyſtered gownmen, or a tale impoſed upon 
the vulgar, to ſerve the ends of avarice and am- 
„ bition. For whatever eonfuſton human folly may 
admit, a divine inſtitution muſt have within itſelf 
«« a proviſion for harmony and order. And upon 
«© theſe principles, though I wiſh that all indul- 
„ gence ſhould be ſhewn to tender conſcientes, and 
«© will ever be an advocate for the largeſt toleration 
« that may be conſiſtent with political wiſdom, 


being indeed perſuaded, that the reſtraints of 
* human laws muſt be uſed with the greateſt gentle- 


re neſs and moderation, to be rendered means of 
* ſtrengthening the bands of Chriſtian peace and 
* amity ; yet I could wiſh to plant a principle of 
*« ſevere reſtraint in the conſciences of men. I 
could wiſh, that the importante of the minifterial 
& office 4were conſidered ; that the practice of antiquity 
«« were regarded; and that it might not ſeem 2 
matter of indifference to the laity, to what houſe 
« of worſhip they reſort #,” 


Such, Sir, are the ſentiments of this great Divine; 


and T hope you will ſerioufly lay them to heart. 


* Letters in Reply to Dr. Prieſtley, Letter XVI. 


In 


4 . 9 — 


b 1 1 


In FP mean time, as I obſerve that, in the laſt | 


clauſe of your 4oth page, you throw yourſelf and 


your adherents upon my mercy, I ſhall, for the pre- 


ſent, agreeably to your wiſhes, refrain from theſe 


a 


Before I conclude, you muſt permit me to reſcue 


my Letters from the imputation of that ſuppoſed 


GLARING INCONSISTENCY, Which none but 2 


jaundiced eye could perceive. 


* 


In eloſing my arguments on War ER-Baptiſm, I | 


obſerve, page 16, ** it cannot be omitted, where it 
t may be obtained, without the hazard of our ever- 


e laſting ſalvation :” And, page 22, there is 
« little doubt, that, ſhould the Ordinance mo? ze 


« adminiftered, the children, if they die before the 
% commiſſion of any actual fin, A 
« into heaven. 


Pray, Sir, what incon/fency can you diſcover in 
theſe ſentences? In the former I ſay, * it cannot 


Act v. 36, 37. 


done, you either perſecute, or provoke perſecution, 
you muſt expect it to deſcend upon yourſelf with 
redoabled violence; till like Thewdas and Judas, 


yu be put to filente, td pr be ſeated 
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te he omitted; where it may be obtain: and in 
the latter I 4079 cee n pere eh 
ſte it. | | 


8 in effe@t; collins ie 
me, and grant that it ought not to be omitted, when 
you ſay, page 27, What grace God may or may not 
« beſtow upon children, at the time of their being 
te baptized with water, no mortal living can tell :* 
and, page 19, I readily grant with you, Sir, that 
ce the BaptiſmofwaTER is ONE of the means of grace? 
Surely, if it be ons of the means of grace, “ it is of 
general neceſlity, and the neglect of it is a ſin, charge- 
able upon thoſe, by whom the offence cometh. It 
ſhould ſeem, then, after all, that the charge of incon- 
Aten is to _—_ not upon me, but * ng 


What! the * and infallible Ms. Hull guiley of 
inconſiſtency! Vea verily; the marvellous and idolized 
Demagogue, St. CHRIS TO REAR himſelf. And that 


tod, beſides other places already pointed out, in the 


ſentences now before us, although they both of them 
make for myſelf. For, he ſays, page 19, the Bap- 
« tiſm of wa rzR is ons of the means of grace, that 
is, grace is obtained by uſing this means : and yet 


preſently adds; page 27, © What grace God may or 


may not beſtow upon children, at the time of their 


6 being baptized æwilb war zx, (that is, whether he 


- beſtows any or none) ** no mortal living can tell.“ 
"as, iS Thus 
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in MM Thus the feet and the hands of this brazen image, 
on which the people have ſet up, aro” at wee with 
| themſelves. 

ith And now, Sir, having anſwered every argument in 


en your Pamphlet, and proved your opinion, with reſpect 
10t to the matter in diſpute, to be egregiouſly erroneous, 
beg leave to recommend you to God, and to the 
grace of his Holy Spirit. And may the very God of 
peace fan8ify you wholly by the waſting of regeneration, 
and the renewing of the Holy Ghoſt : And I pray God 
your whole ſpirit, and ſoul, and body be preſerved 
blameleſs until the coming of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
[ remain, Sir (in the Goſpel of confifency, and which 


. Prince of Peace), 
W Fd GC Lak 


fer. 20,1788, JOHN COPE WESTCOTE. 


acknowledges no Ambaſſadors, but what are 8 
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